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C OMMANDER ’ S M ESSAGE
2018 is here, don’t forget to renew your Legion
membership card and door key: the current member‐
ship card has “2018” in red at the top and the 2018
door key is gray.
We had a busy two months with dinners, parties and
legion business. Thank you Bob Campbell and Norm
MacLellan for covering for me during my absence.
I was impressed with all of the extra food that was
donated to the food bank during the Christmas season,
another job well done.
Special thanks to Reni, she retired from running bingo
after fourteen and a half years. We need more volun‐
teers to keep this activity running in order to provide a
steady income stream flowing into the Legion.
Display cases are newly installed in the front vesti‐
bule, they look great and honor our past. Thank you
Auxiliary, Sons and Riders for your donations.
Thank you Jim “Kitch” Keitchen for filling in as Adju‐
tant and welcome Eric Molloy for volunteering as his
replacement. Kitch was also the conduit in providing ta‐
bles and chairs from the Venice Yacht Club, they look
fantastic. Thank you Wil Brickner for running the Legion
TV, Newsletter and Web Page. Shout Out to Elizabeth
Molloy for stepping up! It all looks modern and GREAT!
We are working on modernizing the front office and
banking. Nick Bischof is heading this effort up with help
from Ann‐Marie Weldon, our newest post employee.
When making Friday reservations, please pre‐order
your choice of entrée for dinner. We are trying to help
the kitchen speed up service.
Lastly, we are spending too much money on mail‐
ings. Did you know our newsletter is available online?
Go to www.http://novelpost159.org and on the left
side of the screen you will see NEWSLETTER. If you are
adamant about receiving it via snail mail, it is impera‐
tive you let us know and provide your current mailing
address NO LATER THAN 9 March. *** Newsletters are

only mailed to current 2018 local Florida members.***
For God and Country, Howard Van Nostrand

3 Feb ‘43, USAT Dorchester Sinks,
Four US Chaplains Remain on Board!
On 2 February, 1943 the Army transport Dorchester
was crowded to capacity with 902 service men, mer‐
chant seamen, and civilian workers when she was hit
starboard, below the water line, by a Nazi torpedo. She
went down at 0055 hours on the morning of the 3rd:
672 men died, 230 survived. When the news reached
American shores, the nation was stunned by the magni‐
tude of the valor and heroic conduct of four Chaplains.
They gave their prayers, items of their personal cloth‐
ing, their own life jackets and ultimately their lives for
their fellow passengers. Chaplains LT. George L. Fox
(Methodist), LT. Alexander D. Goode (Jewish), LT. John
P. Washington (Roman Catholic), and LT. Clark V. Poling
(Dutch Reformed) gave their lives so that others might
live. Their story exceeds the space we have to write
about it in this newsletter. Stop by the display in our
entry way and read their story for yourselves. I am cer‐
tain you will gain feelings of awe, gratitude, and pride.
This is the Post’s first exhibit. Rod Dimon, Chaplain

CHAPLAIN
We hear wishes of Happy New Year, and as your
Chaplain I extend that to you specifically. A New Year
filled with peace, happiness and joy (with a bunch of
worldly goods thrown in also)! January is named after
the Roman god Janus whose two faces looked to both
the past and present. We do that too. We inventory the
past year and see what we pulled off, we then re‐
evaluate what still needs to be done and finally we what
Identify new endeavors to start. With our failures and
mistakes forgiven, we proceed forward.
This is the spiritual significance of starting a new year.
“Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching
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CHAPLAIN cont’d
forward to the things which are before" (Phil 3:13).
These resolutions and goals should be a mixture of easy
objectives and also painful enterprises (weight loss for
some of us), and duties of obligation. Consider adding
random acts of kindness, “be grateful” sessions, make
some resolutions that give you joy and spirit.
For thought starters, if this is new to you, put your life
under three headings: purpose, mission, and talent.
PURPOSE: basically, to be the person your God wants
you to be. MISSION: how do you express purpose i.e.,
work, organization membership activities, family mem‐
ber. Mission will and can change while your purpose
only strengthens. TALENT: what are they and your
abilities, the fun things you enjoy such as fishing,
teaching, building and supporting. This outlook will
help give you mixture and balance for this new year
ordeal. It can also be done monthly and daily.
“I know that there is nothing better for men and
women than to be happy and do good while they live.
That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction
in all their toil – this is the gift of God” (Eccl 3 12‐13).
Faithfully – Rod Dimon, Chaplain

A UXILIARY P RESIDENT ’ S M ESSAGE
A Special “Thank you” to the following: Laura Bovee
for your donations to the Auxiliary of 600 American
flags, Cathy Weber and Karen Biddle for their donation
to the Auxiliary, Nancy Rieth for knitting afghans for the
Veterans at the V.A. Home, to my officers and Executive
Board and volunteers; “You are the Greatest”, without
you we couldn’t accomplish our goals.
We had a very successful “Past President Parley”. We
had 7 past presidents and 1 past Department President
in attendance. A good time was had by all.
The following “Dedication” was written by Phyllis
Church, historian for President Betty Ryder for the
1999 – 2000 year book. I think it says it all. “This his‐
tory is dedicated to all the Auxiliary volunteers that
helped when needed. The ones who visited veteran’s
hospitals and nursing homes and brought them gifts.
The ones who gave them cookouts and ones that
cooked, baked, knitted, sewed or donated articles for
all the needy. To the ones that sat with the sick to the
ones that were at the post decorating, preparing, serv‐
ing and busing to raise money so we could carry on our
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work. To those that stood with poppy cans and those
who helped at bingo games and to those who did all
the small but necessary tasks and expected nothing in
return.”
A thank you to John Hammond, Gary Ley and Larry
Kalb for serving and entertaining us and to Santa (Al
Angelastre) and Chef Terry for his delicious meal.
Please join us for a “Romantic” Valentine Party, Feb‐
ruary 10th and our Hawaiian Luau, April 7th. Get your
tickets early. All profits go to our Veterans, Community
and Youth Programs. Thank you.
Join the fun of the Ladies Auxiliary. Check out the
website at www.novelpost159.org, click on Auxiliary.
Service & Kindness to Others, Judy Lemm, President

AMERICANISM
Americanism is an unfailing love of country, loyalty to
its institutions and ideals, eagerness to defend it against
all enemies, individual allegiance to the U.S flag and a
desire to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
for our posterity. We here at NO‐VEL Post 159 are very
proud of our involvement in programs like: Boy’s State
& Nation, our Flag Education Program, our Scholarship
Program to assist children and grand‐children of Veter‐
ans, our School Awards Program and finally our Color
Guard and Honor Guard which provide valuable ser‐
vices for Patriotic community events and for solemn
occasions like military funerals.
The American Legion has to address our membership
problem; we must share information with State, Dis‐
trict and Local Posts concerning a plan to deal with de‐
clining membership. I belonged to a VFW up north; the
members were mostly WWII veterans with a handful of
Korean War vets. Most of these good men are gone
and the Post died out and was disbanded. It could hap‐
pen here. If we only recruit new members that are in
the same age group as the majority of the members in
#159, we slow down our declining numbers but are not
changing the reality of the Post lifespan. We have to get
younger men and women who will continue the tradi‐
tion after we are gone. We need suggestions, advice
and a new direction to go in.
Please attend our meetings, held on the 3rd Tues. of
every month at 6pm. Be a voice, get involved, run for
an office, volunteer to help and last but not least be a
recruiter. Carry an application in your wallet, talk to the
young men and women in your community, let them
know about Post 159. If we each get 1 new member, it
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would be a great gift to the Post. Veterans have one
common bond, we all served our country. Treat every
member with respect. There is no rank in the Legion.
We are all equal. Do not be shy at the meetings, if you
wish to speak, do so. Your ideas, constructive criticisms
and comments are both encouraged and always wel‐
come.
Support and enjoy our Post, participate in our differ‐
ent functions. Check the Post Calendar for the various
events and activities. Our total membership for 2017
was 1,880. Help Post 159 achieve that goal for 2018.
Happy Valentine's Day and Happy St. Patrick's Day.
"cheer up‐spring is almost here"
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY ‐ John Farrow

This Poker Run is in the planning stage. Registration
time will be determined at a future meeting. “Kick‐
stands up” at 10am. Food will be available at 2pm.
Set‐up, food, vendors, advertisements, portalets,
parking areas, beer tent and Clean‐up Crew will be dis‐
cussed at the next meeting. All are invited and wel‐
comed to attend the Planning Session and may assist in
any capacity to make this a fun and entertaining event.
Transfers
To the Post Everlasting
Thank you for your military service to our Country and
for having the courage to defend our freedoms
James Brown * George Clark

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT...

Maurice Marceai * James Sierra * Richard Trott

Tolerance is needed in all spheres of life, and on every
level and on every stage, because it plays a vital role to
establish respect from the smallest unit up to the high‐
est levels of society.
Tolerance is the appreciation of diversity and the abil‐
ity to live and let others live. It is the ability to exercise a
fair and objective attitude towards those whose opin‐
ions, practices, religion, nationality and so on differ
from one's own. It is not just agreeing with one another
or remaining indifferent in the face of injustice, but
rather showing respect for the essential humanity in
every person.
Tolerance can be shown in many ways, on different
occasions and at different times. A person might fully
disagree with others on any issue, from religion to poli‐
tics, while at the same time honouring and respecting
those with different ideas and opinions and treating
them with full dignity and honour.
We won't tolerate hostility, degrading remarks or
bigotry. If you harbor such feelings, leave them at
home; do not bring them here. Make a conscious
choice before the choice is made for you and you lose
your membership. Let it be known we will not tolerate
the intolerant. For the Good of the Post ‐ Howard Van
Nostrand

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you.

A MERICAN L EGION R IDERS
Our Monthly meeting is 6pm, the 3rd Monday. 2018
dues should be paid no later than February's meeting.
We have a co‐sponsored event scheduled for Sunday,
March 25 starting at Post 254 in North Port.
Planning Sessions are scheduled every other Wednes‐
day at 6 PM: February 7th / 21st and March 7th / 21st.

Newsletters are available online at www.novelpost159.org

A DJUTANT ’ S
New Members
Karen Adams
Robert Adams
Ken Asbridge
Donald Brockley
William Brown
Joseph Dipietro
Joseph Falcetti
Kimber Huffek
Robert Kiefer
Donald Knapp
Kenneth Mentzer
Robert Morris
Randal Olds
Danny Powell
Frederick Phillips
John Reus
Dion Roney
Phillip Rumsey
Edward Schomp
Gregory Schwartz

C ORNER
Branch Transfers
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USN
USN
USA
USN
USN
USMC
USA
USA
USA
USA
USMC
USA
USA
USA
USA

Former Post

Ronald Bowes
Johnnie Bloodworth
Everett Blount
Larry Brown
William Callahan
Dale Cochard
Dennis Cornelius
John Coulson
Ernest Hurst
Joe Lucas
Larry Owens
Arthur F. Pelka
Ken Porvaznik
Edward Reichenbach
Robert Thiers
Edward Timm

0712
0019
0000
0180
0400
0082
0400
0400
0400
0156
0000
0256
0000
0060
0000
1450

WELCOME!!

find it easier to read
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NO‐VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485‐4748

4 February
SUPERBOWL TAILGATE
PARTY STARTS AT 1!!!
Games, Food and Drink
Specials

HEAR YE!!! HEAR YE!!! HEAR YE!!!
To receive the newsletter via snail mail, you MUST contact the Post and
provide your current mailing address NO LATER THAN 9 March.
*** Newsletters are only mailed to current 2018 local Florida members ***

BOGO!!! Here’s a kind thought… How about
the next time you are shopping and see a
BOGO offer, you keep one and donate the
other to our Food Pantry?
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NO‐VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485‐4748

Have YOU started putting thought into our upcoming election????
We need younger men and women to bring NEW ideas and a NEW direction
to our Post taking us into a MODERN ERA while keeping our TRADITIONS.

UPCOMING EVENTS in APRIL:

Will YOU be the ONE to make this happen?

1st, Easter Buffet

Restaurant Hours

7th, Luau

Lunch: Wed ‐ Fri 1130 ‐ 130

28th, BANDANA

Dinner: Sun, Mon, Thurs 5 ‐ 7 & Fri ‐ 5 ‐ 8
Dinner: Wed 4 ‐ 6
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B ULLETIN B OOSTERS
Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below
and give it to our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The
month indicates that your Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual
has donated. Won’t you continue to
FOOD for the needy continues to
need our support. We thank the
Ralph (Red) Hynch
Marilyn Cox
Mark Apsey
FEB/MAR
individuals and groups who have
Mona Hynch
Carl M. Duede Jean Catsakis
generously
donated to the Food
Carl Duede
Nina Arzberger
Gary Zimmer‐ Ralph Murray
Bank.
Please
keep up the good
Harry W. Brown
Harold Hernandez man
Luella Murray
In Memory of
work.
Any questions call Al
Ken Baier
Dwight Wen‐
OCT/NOV
Lynne Brown
“Godfather” Angelastre at the
Terry Greenwood tworth
Bob Copeland
John Farrow (1)
Ed Ripley
Don Napoli
Post: 485‐4748
Katherine Sjoblom
Spiegel
Adele Sjoblom Co‐
hill
In memory of
Harry S. Sjoblom
APRIL/MAY
Ian Torkelson
In memory of
grandma
Beverly Brickner
John Brumbaugh

Dee Hollis (1)
In Memory of
JUNE/JULY
Ken Hollis
Stephen Plichta Wil Brickner
Bob Copeland Haigh Sarkissian
Don Farrell
Don Blair
Robert Bost‐
Pat Blair
Ed Kalchbrenner
wick
Sharon Neadstine
AUG/SEPT
DEC/JAN
Len Kangas
Sharon Kangas Don & Vickie Far‐
rell
Lloyd Cox

Gerda Fife

Doug Hollis
In Memory of
Ken Hollis
Jim Gauvreau
Dorothy Gauvreau

LEGION NO‐VEL POST 159
BECOME A BULLETIN BOOSTER
HELP SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN
There are a number of ways you can support your bulletin!
BOOSTER: $10 per person, per year
HONORARY EDITOR: $35 lists you prominently as our honorary Editor of
the Month
ADVERTISER: $75 per year. Please furnish text or a business card (See ad
size Page 7). Larger ads available at an increased rate.
PERSONAL AD: Members may place an individual ad selling an item or wish‐
ing someone well for $4 per ad. Please limit your ad to approximately 25
words and attach your request to this form.

Life Membership
NO‐VEL Post 159 members, are you
interested in applying for a Life
Membership?

YOU OWE IT
TO YOUR POST
TO ATTEND YOUR
ORGANIZATIONS’
MONTHLY
MEETINGS

Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life)
See Post Adjutant for details
Don’t forget to renew your
MEMBERSHIP

P ERSONALS
$4.00 PERSONALS
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word
“For Sale” ad ‐ here ‐ for just $4.00.

WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger‐
man and Japanese war souvenirs. Long time member
of this Post. See newly published book ad.
Call Denny: (941) 244‐2333

YES! YOU CAN DEPEND ON MY SUPPORT!!!
Print Name(s) _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________City __________________St _______
City ________________________________ ST ___________

GREAT gift. Long time member of this Post.

Check one:
___ Booster

Just Published. WWII color book (200 pages) on
Vets and Souvenirs only $20. This would make a
Call Denny: (941) 244‐2333

___ Editor

Check one: ____ Post

___ Advertiser
____ AUX

___ Personal

____ SAL

Donations may be mailed to the Post or turned in at the Command‐
ers Office.
For Office Use Only: _____ Amt Rec'd

_____ Eff Month

_____ Initial

Join your NO‐VEL Post 159
American Legion

Riders
Meeting: 3rd Monday each month 6PM at the Post
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Marino Plumbing
Disposals * Toilets
Water Heaters
Service Calls
Installations
Sat & Sunday No
Extra 497-1806
CFC 1425844

To receive the newsletter via snail mail, you MUST contact the
Post and provide your current mailing address NO LATER THAN 9
March. *** Newsletters are only mailed to current 2018 local Flor‐
ida members ***
It is available at www.novelpost159.org

N EWSLETTER N EWS
Receive your newsletter in two ways.
1. The entire monthly bulletin is posted on our website, novelpost159.org,
promptly each month. Just click on the “NEWSLETTER” link on the left side of
the home page.
2. Receive your own personal copy via email. Just send an email to ad‐
juant@novelpost159.org along with your full name, and you will be the first to
get the news each month.
And always check the online “EVENTS CALENDAR” as it is the most up to date
as well as displaying events up to 90 days out from the present month. Just
click on the “events calendar” link on the left side of the home page.

Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are
ready to serve. To request their service or
for additional information, call: Norm at
(941) 223‐3749
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday ‐ Friday 9 ‐ 3

A MERICAN L EGION NO‐VEL P OST
159

Thursday and Friday

POST MEETINGS

1770 E. Venice Ave.
Venice, FL 34292‐3190

6 to 9

NO‐VEL Post 159

Bands Play

Dinners Served

3rd Tuesday monthly 6 PM

Alcohol served to members only

Can we count on you?

Bartenders have the right to refuse service

Resident/or

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Venice, FL
Permit #884

Postal Regulations
Title of Publication: American Legion NO‐VEL Post 159
Issue Date & Number: Appear on cover ‐ Published: Bi‐Monthly
Name & Address of Organization: American Legion NO‐VEL Post 159
1770 E. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34292

Important Post E‐Mail Addresses
Commander: commander@novelpost159.org
Adjutant: adjutant@novelpost159.org
Office Admin: administration@novelpost159.org
Web Site Address: www.novelpost159.org

Post Officers

Auxiliary Officers

S.A.L. Officers

Commander .. Howard Van Nostrand
1st Vice Comm …...….. Bob Campbell
2nd Vice Comm ….. Norm MacLellan
Adjutant ………..…….…..... Eric Molloy
Chaplain ……...………...…… Rod Dimon
Finance Officer ………..... Nick Bischof
Judge Advocate ….. Ed Kalchbrenner
Sgt‐at‐Arms ………….… Tom Overman
Service Officer ..Rusty Weatherhead
…………………………………... Frank Noren
Executive Board …........ Ed Anderson
…...………………………………...Rod Dimon
………………………………...Steve Doughty
…………………………………… John Farrow
Historian ….…………….…..Wil Brickner

President …………..….……. Judy Lemm
1st Vice …..…….……... Marie Brugnola
2nd Vice ………….……..……. Donna Ley
Secretary .……..……..…… Judy Steimel
Treasurer ………..…..….. Reni Breeden
Chaplain ……...… Marlene Hammond
Historian …………..….... Toni Brugnola
Sgt‐at‐Arms ….......….. Leanne Rodick
Asst Sgt‐at‐Arms ………………..… Open
Executive Board .. Sherry Buffington

Commander ..……….…... Robert Didio
1st Vice Comm .………….….… Gary Ley
2nd Vice Comm .…..…… Martin Wise
Adjutant ..………….......... Martin Wise
Finance ………………... John Hammond
Chaplain .……….………….. Tim Sharkey
Sgt‐at‐Arms ..…….…….... Terry Duffey
Advisor ..………….………….... Larry Kalb

Riders Officers

Director .…………….…….… Ron Felicita
…………………………………Frannie Santilli Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ... Mike Finneran
Treasurer .……...….. Debbie DeVaney
Secretary .………..... Craig Whitehead
Sgt‐at‐Arms … Boyd (Willie) Williams
Chaplain ………….....…... Rob Breeden
Historian …………………...………… Open
Advisor ……..………... Norm MacLellan

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN YOUR PRAYERS

