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Americanism… In 1906

American composer, song writer and playwright George M. Cohan wrote a song titled "You're

A Grand Old Flag."
"You're a grand old flag, you're a high flying flag, and forever in peace may you wave.
You're the emblem of the land I love, the home of the free and the brave.
Every heart beats true 'Neath the Red, White and Blue, where there's never a boast or brag,
But should auld acquaintance be forgot, keep your eye on the grand old flag."
Do all Americans still love the Flag and the Country which it symbolizes? Do they love our Flag and our Country like the members in
the American Legion Family of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, S.A.L. and Riders? How sad it is today in this topsy turvy country we live in
where the ideals of patriotism, respect for one another, respect for our Flag, respect for our National Anthem our Constitution
and most especially the rule of law have dissolved into a climate of pure hatred for fellow Americans who just might not agree with
each other on political and social matters.
Perhaps, at least in my mind, the most profound piece of writing laid down by our fore fathers, was not the Declaration of Independence, or the Constitution of the U.S. but the Preamble to that Constitution : -- "We the People of the United States, in order to form
a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare,
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of
America." The Buzz words say it all---a perfect union, justice, tranquility, a common defense, welfare, liberty, posterity. Aren't they
beautiful words? Were those men gifted ? Absolutely. On another subject, is it also true that we live in a Country that adheres to the
Rule of Law. Laws established by members of Congress, both the house of Representatives and the Senate. Those laws are then
signed by the President, providing they are Constitutionally correct and, then enforced by both men and women in Law Enforcement.
Somewhere along the road of American History the entire notion of "love of country", domestic tranquility, a perfect union and liberty have slowly been dissolving along with the adherence to that "Rule of Law" which applies to all people living in the U.S., both
citizens and non-citizens and members of all political parties, all races and all religions. It is not a question of where have we failed,
but where did that law breaking hatred of people, places, and things start? Could it be an outside (foreign) influence? Could it be financed by wealthy dissidents? Or, could it even be encouraged by the new teachings and twisted theories on college campuses.
Back in the day we would refer to these people as rabble-rousers, trouble makers who are trying to destroy our birthright, our liberty
and freedom we have enjoyed for almost 250 years. These rights have drawn people from all over the world to America to seek peace
and pursue happiness. People have always had the right to protest, the right to assemble, and the right to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances. We all get that, we also get the fact that those in law-enforcement have bent over backwards to allow protests
to take place, however, there is a limit . The key-word is peaceful protests. Have you seen any lately? I believe that people with a
hateful heart are intrinsically different from all others. We all have a right to disagree with someone else or those issues in our lives-e.g. taxes, cost of living, wages and lack of jobs, these are on-going facts of life, but we do not burn down buildings and disrupt other
lives and property because of it, and we are not disrespectful of our country and its patriotic traditions that withstood the test of time.
The American Legion Family stands at the forefront in their efforts to keep Americanism alive. Our 4 Pillars are still our reason to
exist - helping fellow veterans, keeping America strong militarily, our Americanism programs, and our children and youth. When we
all say the Preamble to the Legion Constitution, we agree to uphold and defend the Constitution of the U.S., maintain law and order,
keep Americanism alive, never ever forget our Great Wars, stay obligated to the Community, State and Nation, combat autocracy,
make right the master of might, promote peace and goodwill, uphold justice, freedom and democracy, and finally mutual helpfulness. Do Not give up hope, Legion family, this cycle of anti-everything American will pass. (Americanism Continued on page 3)
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C OMMANDER ’ S M ESSAGE

C HAPLAIN ’ S M ESSAGE

We're still welcoming back our Northern Members. Keep this
in mind on Thursday and Friday nights. When reserving for
Friday, please try to have your dinner choices available to help
the chef keep costs down. Friday dress code, men can wear
dress shorts now year round.

Since my first Christmas article two years ago, I asked for favorite Christmas carols and why. There were four common
responses of favorite and two common reasons which were 1.
best Christmas and 2. I don’t know, can you tell me why”?
OK, let’s try explaining as grown-ups would say, “The theology underlying these carols” or what really is the magic of
these carols, as I would probably say.

A special thanks to Bill Flowers and Richard Lemm for helping
on the rear bar damage. We are in limbo waiting to see if it's
an insurance claim. Veterans Day, headed up by our Post, was
a success, special thanks to the Honor Guard, Norm
MacLellan, Rod Diamond, Kevin Kenney, the Auxiliary, SAL
and all the members that set up the Post open house.
Get your tickets for up coming events early, the Nov. Country
Western event sold over 190 tickets. Check your calendar.
We are looking for an Adjutant please stop in and see Kitch.
If your getting your news letter by mail and want to go paperless, see the Adjutant. Also if you get two, one member one
auxiliary, and only need one, let him know.
A Special thanks to Reni Breeden for fourteen and a half years
running bingo.
I would like to wish everyone a Happy Hanukkah, Merry
Christmas, and a Happy and Healthy New Year.
For God and Country
Howard Van Nostrand, Commander

A DJUTANT ’ S C ORNER
New Members

Branch Transfers

James Shankie
Ronald Padgitt
Timothy Mayo
Adren Esslinger
Joseph Nisi
Gene Trout
Ray Klett
Steven Johnson
Dana Pratt
Stephen Hammond
Andrew Pepper
Richard Kurz
Gerald Cefola
Michael Marquette
Steven Thomaston
Joseph Mahon

Navy
USMC
USAF
USMC
USAF
Navy
Army
USAF
Navy
Army
Navy
Army
USAF
Army
Army
Navy

Former Post

Joy Brown
Richard Wall
Alan Kotlarski
Steven Hunsucker
Carl Schmauch
Albert Viti Jr
James Terice
Donald Trudeau
Raymond Maida
James Kelly
Charlie Whitcher
Gary Paxton
Melodi Wilson
Richard Karch
Martin Swanson
Bryan Meredith
Mort Carman
Dennis Zerbel

0254
0400
0831
0400
0015
0309
0606
0802
0018
0141
0225
0039
0945
0110
1000
0208
0400
0030

Most believers are dedicated to theology and practice of our
faith, yet our dedication can be swallowed up by being busy.
So many of us get “into” Christmas spirit through Christmas
carols while we are busy going about. I submit most carols are
sermons that talk to our insides about our Christian faith: Silent Night – the gift of the virgin birth, Joy to The World –
the Lordship of Jesus and our desire to follow, Away In The
Manger - Christ’s sinless nature and unconditional love. Jingle
Bells even lifts our spirits as much as many hymns. Why is this
so? Ludwig von Beethoven summed it the best, “ It is said music is the mediator between the sensual and the spiritual”.
After stating this, I often get the “but – ball” tossed at me: “But
this goodie-goodie feeling does not last. I reply by paraphrasing
the late Zig Zigler: spiritual feelings do not last. Neither does a
bath. We need to do both at least daily to feel good, and not
smell. It takes daily prayer, meditation and action to maintain
that positive, spiritual feeling.What comes from the heart can
only be received by the heart. When we accept the Gift of the
Christ Child, then what shall we do to keep it? Trust me when
I tell you the best thing to do is give it away!
This year celebrate it happily with a little abandon, that is the
abandonment of selfishness, by giving of ourselves, giving generously to those we love and to those less fortunate than ourselves. Merry Christmas and blessings to all!
Rod Dimon, Chaplain

Transfers
To the Post Everlasting
Thank you for your military service to our Country and for

having the courage to defend our freedoms
Earl Gaucler * Gerald Linklater * Robert Burtwell
T. James Norton * Clement R. Merritt
Dick Pillart * Robert High

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you.
Flag Donor:
A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the
flag will be yours.

V ENICE F LORIDA

P AGE 3

(Americanism … Continued from page 1) We will continue to do our part to show our county and state that we are always
true to the cause of Americanism. We must move on and close this chapter of protest and violence in our history book.
Did George M Cohan do his part? He was born in Providence, R.I. on July 4th 1878 of Irish Catholic parents. He would later
write plays, songs and appear in musicals, and would be known as the Father of Broadway. His songs would include "The Grand
Old Flag", 'Yankee Doodle Dandy", "Give My Regards to Broadway". and a song my Dad used to sing in WWI "Over
There." In 1936 George M Cohan was given The Congressional Gold Medal by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt for his efforts in keeping up the morale of U.S. Troops in WWI. Cohan died in New York in 1942 at age 64. He was laid to rest in Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx. Where have the entertainers and celebrities of today been in keeping up not only troop morale but
average citizen morale? I will not answer that question but I know that you can.
God Bless the Ladies Auxiliary for all the wonderful work they did in 2017 for Veterans in need, for those challenged people living on the edge, and the work they do in Post #159,and, many thanks to their president Judy Lemm, God bless the S.A.L., we
are glad to have you aboard. You have brought some badly needed new ideas and programs to the Post. God Bless the Riders-you are small in numbers but when we need help you always show up ready to work with us. This is a never ending commitment
made to serve each other, to serve those in need and to serve our community, state and nation. Let's not waiver in our efforts.
I conclude by writing the last stanza of a 7 stanza poem written by U.S.M.C. Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt. - The person
speaking is Santa who had come down the chimney, noticing a Marine sleeping on the floor, no mattress, no pillow, no stocking
on the mantle, just boots filled with sand and no one else in the bare room. Santa watched the marine for hours and started to cry
wondering how many lay alone on a cold Christmas eve in a land far from home curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed.
"I didn't want to leave, said Santa, on that cold, dark night
this guardian of honor so willing to fight.
Then the Marine rolled over, with a voice soft and pure ,whispered,
"carry on Santa, it's Christmas day, all is secure"
One look at my watch and I knew he was right,
"Merry Christmas my friend , and to all a good night.
"O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, For purple mountain majesties Above the fruited plain! America!
America ! God shed his grace on thee, And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea." Katherine Lee Bates 1895
PEACE ON EARTH AND GOODWILL TO ALL --------- MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
John Farrow, Americanism Chairman

A UXILIARY P RESIDENT ’ S M ESSAGE
Merry Christmas and a Happy & Healthy New Year
We are giving Christmas gifts to Veterans in local Nursing
Homes and Christmas Cards to Veterans in the V.A. Home in
Port Charlotte, after playing Bingo with them.
Attention: All Lady’s Auxiliary Members:
Past President’s Parley & Christmas Buffet will be held on December 12th at 4:00 p.m. All Auxiliary members are invited.
No Charge. You must call Reni at the office to let her know
you are coming so Chief Terry knows how many to cook for.
Come Honor Your Past Presidents.

Honoring All Veterans. Special recognition to all Legion Members of Post 159 for 50 or more years of membership.
Guest of Honor – Rod Dimon
Larry & Jean’s “Song & Dance Revue”
Chicken Dinner – 5p – 6p
Music by Heart and Soul – 6p – 9p
Wear your Uniform
Event sold out last year – Get your tickets early.
Thank you to all who brought in old pictures of Legion and
Auxiliary from past years. We are making scrapbooks for our
100th Anniversary Celebration. Legion 1919 – 2019 - Auxiliary 1920 – 2020.

CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE – December 9th - $15.00
Traditional Christmas Dinner at 5p – 6p
Music by Bruce Shelly & Friend at 6p – 9p
All profits go to our Veterans programs.

Last year the Auxiliary had a record year. We donated
$17,000 to Veterans, Community and Youth. Help us break
our record this year by supporting our functions and check our
Website at www.novelpost159.org, then click on Auxiliary.

U.S.O. Party – Jan 27th

Service & Kindness to others,

Judy Lemm, President
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748
December 2017

Mark Your
Calendars

Valentine Dinner/Dance
February 10th

St. Patrick’s Dinner/Dance Farewell Luau Dinner/Dance
March 17th
April 7th

V ENICE F LORIDA
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748
January 2018

YOU OWE IT TO YOUR POST
TO ATTEND YOUR ORGANIZATIONS’
MONTHLY MEETINGS

NEW
larger size
available. $5.
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B ULLETIN B OOSTERS
Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to
support this publication? Thank you.
FEB/MAR

Gerda Fife

Nina Arzberger
Harold Hernandez
Ken Baier
Terry Greenwood
Ed Ripley
Katherine Sjoblom
Spiegel
Adele Sjoblom Cohill
In memory of
Harry S. Sjoblom

JUNE/JULY
Stephen Plichta
Bob Copeland
Don Farrell
Robert Bostwick
AUG/SEPT

Len Kangas
Sharon Kangas
Lloyd Cox
APRIL/MAY
Marilyn Cox
Jean Catsakis
Ian Torkelson
Ralph Murray
In memory of grandma
Luella Murray
Beverly Brickner
John Brumbaugh
OCT/NOV
Mark Apsey
John Farrow (1)
Carl M. Duede
Dee Hollis (1)
Gary Zimmerman
In Memory of
Dwight Wentworth
Ken
Hollis
Don Napoli

Wil Brickner
Haigh Sarkissian
Don Blair
Pat Blair
Ed Kalchbrenner
Sharon Neadstine
DEC/JAN
Don & Vickie Farrell
Ralph (Red) Hynch
Mona Hynch
Carl Duede
Harry W. Brown
In Memory of
Lynne Brown
Bob Copeland
Doug Hollis
In Memory of
Ken Hollis
Jim Gauvreau
Dorothy Gauvreau

FOOD for the needy continues to need our support. We
YOU OWE IT
TO YOUR POST
TO ATTEND YOUR
ORGANIZATIONS’
MONTHLY
MEETINGS

thank the individuals and groups who have
generously donated to the Food Bank.
Please keep up the good work. Any questions call: Joe Gopp (941) 375-2102

Life Membership
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you interested in applying for a Life Membership?
Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life)
See Post Adjutant for details

American Legion Auxiliary
NO-VEL Unit 159
Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00

Over 1000 Members
and Still Growing

P ERSONALS
$4.00 PERSONALS
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word
“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00.

WWII Collector will buy most American, German and Japanese war souvenirs. Long time member of this
Post. See newly published book ad.
Call Denny: (941) 244-2333

Just Published. WWII color book (200 pages) on
Vets and Souvenirs. $20. Good Christmas gift. Long time
member of this Post.
Call Denny: (941) 244-2333
Join your NO-VEL Post 159
American Legion

Riders
Meeting: 3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post
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Marino
Plumbing
* Disposals * Toilets
* Water Heaters
* Service Calls
* Installations
Sat & Sunday No Extra
497-1806
CFC 1425844

Framed Picture of your Entry
Way Memorial Brick.
Only $10
See Commander Van Nostrand

Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To
request their service or for additional information, call:
Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM

A MERICAN L EGION NO-VEL
P OST 159

POST MEETINGS

1770 E.Venice Ave.
Venice, FL 34292-3190

NO-VEL Post 159
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM

All Thursday and Friday
Bands Play
6:00 to 9:00 PM

Dinners Served
5:00 to 8:00 PM
Alcoholic beverages served to members
only.
Bartenders have the right to refuse service.

Can we count on you?
Resident/or

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Venice, FL
Permit #884

Post Officers

Auxiliary Officers

S.A.L. Officers

Commander ….. Hwd. Van Nostrand
1st Vice Comm …….. Bob Campbell
2nd Vice Comm …. Norm MacLellan
Adjutant ………..…... Jim Keitchen
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon
Finance Officer ……... Nick Bischof
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner
Sgt-at-Arms ……..… Tom Overman
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand
Rusty Weatherhead
Frank Noren
Executive Board …..... Ed Anderson
Rod Dimon
Steve Doughty
John Farrow

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm
1st Vice …..………... Marie Brugnola
2nd Vice …………..……. Donna Ley
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden
Chaplain ……..… Marlene Hammond
Historian ………….... Toni Brugnola
Sgt-at-Arms ….....….. Leanne Rodick
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington,
Frannie Santilli

Commander ..………... Robert Didio
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise
Finance ……………. John Hammond
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey
Sgt-at-Arms ..…….….. Terry Duffey
Advisor ..………….…..... Larry Kalb

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN YOUR PRAYERS

Riders Officers
Director .…………….… Ron Felicita
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ... Mike Finneran
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead
Sgt-at-Arms ... Boyd (Willie) Williams
Chaplain ………....…... Rob Breeden
Historian ………….………… Open
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan

