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C OMMANDER ’ S M ESSAGE
We've had some fantastic events the past couple of
months. The support from our Legionnaire family
enjoying our venue has been great. Please check
your calendars, Legion TV and the postings around
the Legion. Some new events are; #1 Line dancing
lessons on Tuesdays #2 Corn hole on Tuesdays #3
Terry's Cantina on Saturdays with music and dancing
#4 Pool table in back bar that was split three ways
with the Auxiliary, SAL and Legion.
We are working hard to save money on our contracts
eliminating waste and redendency. We have a volun‐
teer (Thanks Jack) to assist in this matter.
The veterans at the state college painted the confer‐
ence room and hallway. Our post cleanup was
scheduled for March 24th and was a huge success.
Don’t put things in the door to by‐pass the locks. The
doors automatically lock for a reason.
When reserving your tables for Friday, please preor‐
der your meal choice. This will help ensure availabil‐
ity and also help keep prices down and service up.
Speaking of Friday, Chef Terry is running prime rib
the last Friday of every month.
Hope to see you at the Luau as we wind down the
season, our last party with our Northern family.
For God and Country, Howard Van Nostrand

POST ELECTIONS
Post elections are set for June 19th, 2018.
Legionnaires, Fun Fact: Only 7% of our membership
elects our officers. Every year, approximately 135
Legionnaires vote, the other 1,700 do not. In other
words, a small minority actually decide the direction
of our Post. Full Disclosure: I am part of the 7%. As

with any election, if you don't vote, you have no
grounds to then complain.
I have only been a member of Post 159 for 5 years. I
have seen dedicated post officers who "live" here;
they're involved in all aspects of Post life, not just
what they were elected for. Unfortunately we have
other officers who barely show up for our meetings;
they're otherwise absent. Maybe this is what hap‐
pens when only 7% vote.
The first challenge is getting the right people to run
for office. What makes them "right"? Let's start with
having the desire to see our Post last well into the fu‐
ture. Next is being here, spending time at our post.
Finally, they are approachable and will listen. We
have seen officers treat this Post like it was their own
personal fiefdom; they support the rules they like and
then add their resistance to change in order to hold
onto the "magic" of yesteryear. Maybe this is what
happens when only 7% vote.
The next challenge is for the elected official to keep
working towards the betterment of our Post. I have
seen officers think outside the box, try new things and
we benefit. I have seen post officers refuse to help
other officers because they are "sad or mad". Think
about that, refusing to help another officer to the det‐
riment of the Post. Maybe this is what happens when
only 7% vote.
Please consider running for office. If you are elected,
be involved and seek continuous improvement for the
good of our Post. Furthermore, show up and help the
officers whom might not have the same expertise you
possess. If you choose not to run, come out and vote
June 19th, 2018. Don't let just 7% decide our Posts
fate. If you already happened to be part of the 7%,
thank you for voting.
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CHAPLAIN
The stone was rolled away. Many tombs have the
ability to tell us much about the person laid to rest.
Tombstones, in particular, are often said to be a sum‐
mary of one’s life and values. It appears, at first
glance, this tomb of Jesus said nothing – it was hidden
in a garden, not a cemetery nor graveyard, it held no
markings, no epitaph and the stone was rolled away.
So what could an empty tomb “tell the world” about
this Jesus Christ?
Well, being the Son of God his power is ultimate for
an ultimate purpose. His priority is people – that in‐
cludes US! His peace transcends circumstance. And
his presence is not in a tomb it is HERE (that includes
where you are now sitting)! I’ve been asked, what
does that mean to me? The Resurrection is not a
continuation of a story, nor just a happy ending. It is
the beginning of a new story ‐ a real game changer!
Earlier we discussed your purpose and mission to be‐
come the best you. That is this Easter message: our
mastery over the human experience. You have been
given the ability to roll away the stone of any thought
of your own insignificance! So roll away the stone of
perceived limitations, the stone that says you will
never find your soul mate, or you’re not good
enough, smart enough, or worthy enough. May every
step be toward your health, wholeness, happiness,
abundance and your alignment with the God of your
understanding resulting in the extraordinary You! HE
IS RISEN INDEED! God loves you and so do I. Rod
Dimon, Chaplain

AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This is my final bulletin. We will be electing a new
Ladies Auxiliary president in May. I am looking for‐
ward to giving her my full support and help.
During the 3 years I’ve been president we have bro‐
ken records and had many firsts.
RECORDS: Most money raised in one year from our
Dinner Dances (2016) $9,016.00. Most money for one
year donated to Veteran’s Programs, Community and
Youth (2017) $17,403.
OUR FIRSTS: We gave Scholarships to our High School
(2) $1000 Scholarships; We gave Nursing Scholarships
to State College of Florida in North Port (2) $1000
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Scholarships; Our Auxiliary Unit #159 was written up
in the National Auxiliary Magazine; As President, I was
awarded a Medal from Sarasota County Veterans
Commission for most outstanding Auxiliary Member
for the year; One of our Girl’s State delegates went to
National; We gave out leaflets designed by our Unit
on Military Memorials in our area to the Library,
Chamber of Commerce, Community and Historical
Society with our Logo on the front; We had Christmas
cards made with our Pictures on them and gave out
to 200 Veterans in nursing home; We made a 100th
Anniversary Ladies Auxiliary scrap book with pictures
and articles from the beginning. The last page re‐
mains bare for pictures of our 100th Anniversary here
at our American Legion Post next year
Ladies “THANK YOU”. Without your support and help
these accomplishments wouldn’t have been possible.
It’s been an “HONOR” to have been your President.
Due to the increase from Department and National
the members of Unit #159 voted to raise our dues to
$35.00 per year starting in July when our new year
starts.
Service & Kindness to Others, Judy Lemm, President

HEALTH AND WELLNESS CLINIC
Dear Legionnaires and Friends of the Veterans Well‐
ness Clinics (VWC) & Healthy Luncheon Lectures
(HLL).
Our Post initiated a trend across the country with our
VWC & HLL. Thank you to all who have helped make
our vision a reality! It is with deep gratitude
VWC&HLL has recently accepted a $500 check from
the Post's Auxiliary! With "all o' y'alls" help, this has
become a labor of love!
Our February VWC provided us various integrative
disciplines and therapies. Our HLL welcomed Christo‐
pher Peacock of Nurse Next Door presenting,
"Pension with Aid and Attendance ‐ A Benefit Just for
Veterans" (a VA offering that is unknown to upwards
of 80% of our Veterans)! The lecture was well‐
received and several of those who attended com‐
mented that this lecture should be repeated so more
Vets will learn about this opportunity.
Our VWC & HLL will now offer "manned information
tables" during clinic‐time (9‐Noon). We can use this
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to offer information on any number of topics. We
continue to seek many more practitioners of these
and other integrative therapies and disciplines who
wish to "give back" to our community of Veterans.
The more practitioners we have, the more Veterans
we can serve! Will you please be so kind as to invite
your personal integrative therapy practitioners to join
us? Contact Email: dianeWedge.vwc@gmail.com
Once again, thank you all for your guidance, help,
support and participation! Make it a great day.

AMERICANISM

Transfers
To the Post Everlasting
Thank you for your military service to our Country and
for having the courage to defend our freedoms
Frank Bifaro * Craig Birckhead
Donald Carrington * Robert Chapin * Carlton Dufresne
James Hutchinson * John Johnson * John Kolman
Floyd Meiser * Eugene Trigiani
Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you.
Newsletters are available online at www.novelpost159.org

Americanism is an ideology, or belief in devotion, loy‐
alty, or allegiance to the United States of America, or
to its flag, traditions, customs, culture, symbols, insti‐
tutions, or form of government. In the words of Theo‐
dore Roosevelt "Americanism is a question of spirit,
conviction, and purpose, not of creed or birthplace.”
Americanism can refer to the defining characteristics
of the United States and can also signify loyalty to the
United States and a defense of American political ide‐
als. These ideals include, but are not limited to self‐
government, equal opportunity, freedom of speech,
and a belief in progress. Americanism holds an endur‐
ing appeal to people from lands throughout the
globe.
The nation's cultural, moral and patriotic values have
been under attack for decades, a disheartening trend
that continues today. Prayer has been removed from
schools. The U.S. Flag is no longer protected from
desecration. Immigration laws are defied. References
to God on U.S. currency, in the Pledge of Allegiance
and on public monuments have been challenged by a
minority of voices whose vision for America is far dif‐
ferent than that of our founding fathers.
The American Legion is an organization dedicated to
God and country, with a membership of military vet‐
erans who take deep pride in the U.S. Flag and all that
it means. Since its inception nearly 100 years ago, the
Legion has been a stalwart champion of patriotic val‐
ues, morals, culture and citizenship. The Legion's pil‐
lar of Americanism embodies its devotion to law and
order, the raising of wholesome youth, an educated
and law‐abiding citizenship, and respectful obser‐
vance of patriotic holidays and remembrances.

A DJUTANT ’ S C ORNER
New Members
Nicholas Abraham
Rolfe H. Bryant
Jeffrey Cupano
Christopher Davis
Donel Hale
Luke Ford
Ryan Fuscitti
Michael Gomoll
Lin Hall
Jason Hartigan
Michael Himsworth
F. Robert Jordan
Robert Kenny
Peter Krowiec
George J. McCauley
Samuel Phillips
Robert Sheehan
John Van Drus
Bruce Williams

WE

Branch
USN
USN
USA
USN
USN
USA
USN
USA
USMC
USMC
USAF
USA
USA
USA
USA
USA
USMC
USAF
USA

!
!
!
E
LCOM

Transfers
James Abbott
Richard Borchers
Timothy DeHoff
Eugene Fritz
George Fuchs
Joseph Hennessy
Robert Jones
Kenneth Keleher
John Kraft
Robert McCartin
Michael McKinnon
George Mitchell
Leo Orye
William Parravano
James Patton
Michael Pierce
James Quinn
John Rankin
Grant Walker
Kenneth Weimer
Glenn Winslow
Alan Zimmerman

From
0760
0281
0035
0400
0045
0400
0400
0099
0400
0400
0400
0002
0400
0703
0400
0268
0400
0035
0401
0201
0154
0110

To Post 159
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NO‐VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485‐4748

April 2018

Restaurant Hours
Lunch: Wed ‐ Fri 1130 ‐ 130
Dinner: Sun, Mon & Thurs 5 ‐ 7, Wed 4 ‐ 6
Fri 5 ‐ 8, Sat ‐ Terry’s Cantina 4 ‐ 7

BOGO!!! Here’s a kind thought… How about the next
time you are shopping and see a BOGO offer, you
keep one and donate the other to our Food Pantry?
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NO‐VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485‐4748
May 2018

28 May, The Post will have an OPEN HOUSE
following the Memorial Day ceremony at
Patriot Park. There will be food, drink, fel‐
lowship, celebration and good ol’ fashioned
Americanism. We ask everyone to please
bring a covered dish for all to share.
Have YOU put any thought into running for office in our upcoming
election????
We need younger veterans to bring NEW ideas and a NEW direction to
our Post taking us into a MODERN ERA while keeping our TRADITIONS.
Will YOU be the ONE to make this happen?

Last Friday of Month We
Serve Prime Rib
Elections 19 June
Seamus McCarthy Band is
coming back in late June
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B ULLETIN B OOSTERS

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give
it to our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates
that your Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you
continue to support this publication? Thank you.
APRIL/MAY
Edward Myslivecek
Al Angelastri
Phyllis Angelastri
Harold Hernandez
Lloyd Cox
Marilyn Cox
Nina Arzberger
Kevin Collins
JUNE/JULY
Stephen Plichta
Bob Copeland
Don Farrell
Robert Bostwick
Gerda Fife
AUG/SEPT
Len Kangas
Sharon Kangas
Lloyd Cox
Marilyn Cox

Jean Catsakis
Ralph Murray
Luella Murray
OCT/NOV
John Farrow (1)
Dee Hollis (1)
In Memory of
Ken Hollis
Wil Brickner
Haigh Sarkissian
Don Blair
Pat Blair
Ed Kalchbrenner
Sharon Neadstine

FOOD for the needy continues to need
our support. We thank the individuals
and groups who have generously do‐
nated to the Food Bank. Please keep up
the good work.
Please call Al
“Godfather” Angelastre at the Post: 485
‐4748 If you have questions.

Harry W. Brown
In Memory of
Lynne Brown
Doug Hollis
In Memory of
Ken Hollis
Jim Gauvreau
Dorothy Gauvreau
FEB/MAR
Nora Rainone
In Memory of
Louis Rainone
Al Angelastri
Phyllis Angelastri
Clarence Moore

DEC/JAN
Don & Vickie Farrell
Ralph (Red) Hynch
Mona Hynch
Carl Duede

HONORARY FLAG DONOR
FOR THE MONTH OF

YOU OWE IT
TO YOUR POST
TO ATTEND YOUR
ORGANIZATIONS’
MONTHLY
MEETINGS

April/May 2018
In Memory of

Walter Fife
Your Loving Wife, Gerda

Don’t forget to renew your MEMBERSHIP

Important Phone Numbers:
South County Service Officer ……………….. (941) 861-3047
Department of Veterans Affairs ………...…… (800) 827-1000
State Service Officer …………………..….... (800) 827-1000
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………...… (941) 371-3349
Bay Pines ………………...…………...…… (888) 820-0230

Bob Copeland
LEGION NO‐VEL POST 159
BECOME A BULLETIN BOOSTER
HELP SUPPORT YOUR BULLETIN

P ERSONALS

There are a number of ways you can support your bulletin!
BOOSTER: $10 per person, per year
HONORARY EDITOR: $35 lists you prominently as our honorary Editor of the
Month
ADVERTISER: $75 per year. Please furnish text or a business card (See ad size
Page 7). Larger ads available at an increased rate.
PERSONAL AD: Members may place an individual ad selling an item or wish‐
ing someone well for $4 per ad. Please limit your ad to approximately 25
words and attach your request to this form.

$4.00 PERSONALS
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word
“For Sale” ad ‐ here ‐ for just $4.00.

WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger‐
man and Japanese war souvenirs. Long time member
of this Post. See newly published book ad.
Call Denny: (941) 244‐2333

YES! YOU CAN DEPEND ON MY SUPPORT!!!

Address _______________________________City __________________St _______

Just Published. WWII color book (200 pages) on
Vets and Souvenirs only $20. This would make a

City ________________________________ ST ___________

GREAT gift. Long time member of this Post.

Print Name(s) _________________________________________________________

Check one:
___ Booster

Call Denny: (941) 244‐2333
___ Editor

Check one: ____ Post

___ Advertiser
____ AUX

___ Personal

____ SAL

Donations may be mailed to the Post or turned in at the Commanders
Office.
For Office Use Only: _____ Amt Rec'd

_____ Eff Month

_____ Initial

Join your NO‐VEL Post 159
American Legion

Riders
Meeting: 3rd Monday each month 6PM at the Post
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Marino Plumbing
Disposals * Toilets
Water Heaters
Service Calls
Installations
Sat & Sunday No
Extra 497-1806
CFC 1425844

SHOW YOUR PRIDE
Now in our display case: Flags ‐ New Hats ‐ Collared
Shirts ‐ T‐Shirts ‐ Hat Tacks ‐ Patriotic Bracelets ‐ Pins ‐
Challenge Coins ‐ Don’t see it, ask for it, we might get it!

N EWSLETTER N EWS
Receive your newsletter in two ways.
1. The bulletin is posted on our website, novelpost159.org promptly
each month. Just click on the “NEWSLETTER” link on the left side of
the home page.
2. Receive your own personal copy via email. Just send an email to
adjutant@novelpost159.org along with your full name, and you will
be the first to get the news each month.
And always check the online “EVENTS CALENDAR” as it is the most up
to date as well as displaying events up to 90 days out from the pre‐
sent month. Just click on the “events calendar” link on the left side of
the home page.

Post 159 Color and Honor Guard are ready
to serve. To request their service or for ad‐
ditional information, call: Norm at (941)
223‐3749
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday ‐ Friday 9 ‐ 3

A MERICAN L EGION NO‐VEL P OST
159

Thursday and Friday

POST MEETINGS

1770 E. Venice Ave.
Venice, FL 34292‐3190

6 to 9

NO‐VEL Post 159

Bands Play
Dinners Served

3rd Tuesday monthly 6 PM

Alcohol served to members only

Can we count on you?

Bartenders have the right to refuse service

Resident/or

Non Profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID

Venice, FL
Permit #884

Postal Regulations
Title of Publication: American Legion NO‐VEL Post 159
Issue Date & Number: Appear on cover ‐ Published: Bi‐Monthly
Name & Address of Organization: American Legion NO‐VEL Post 159
1770 E. Venice Ave., Venice, FL 34292

Important Post E‐Mail Addresses
Commander: commander@novelpost159.org
Adjutant: adjutant@novelpost159.org
Office Admin: administration@novelpost159.org
Web Site Address: www.novelpost159.org

Post Officers

Auxiliary Officers

S.A.L. Officers

Commander .. Howard Van Nostrand
1st Vice Comm …...….. Bob Campbell
2nd Vice Comm ….. Norm MacLellan
Adjutant ………..…….…..... Eric Molloy
Chaplain ……...………...…… Rod Dimon
Finance Officer ………..... Nick Bischof
Judge Advocate ….. Ed Kalchbrenner
Sgt‐at‐Arms ………….… Tom Overman
Service Officer ..Rusty Weatherhead
…………………………………... Frank Noren
Executive Board …........ Ed Anderson
…...………………………………...Rod Dimon
………………………………...Steve Doughty
…………………………………… John Farrow
Historian ….…………….…..Wil Brickner

President …………..….……. Judy Lemm
1st Vice …..…….……... Marie Brugnola
2nd Vice ………….……..……. Donna Ley
Secretary .……..……..…… Judy Steimel
Treasurer ………..…..….. Reni Breeden
Chaplain ……...… Marlene Hammond
Historian …………..….... Toni Brugnola
Sgt‐at‐Arms ….......….. Leanne Rodick
Asst Sgt‐at‐Arms ………………..… Open
Executive Board .. Sherry Buffington

Commander ..……….…... Robert Didio
1st Vice Comm .………….….… Gary Ley
2nd Vice Comm .…..…… Martin Wise
Adjutant ..………….......... Martin Wise
Finance ………………... John Hammond
Chaplain .……….………….. Tim Sharkey
Sgt‐at‐Arms ..…….…….... Terry Duffey
Advisor ..………….………….... Larry Kalb

Riders Officers

Director .…………….…….… Ron Felicita
…………………………………Frannie Santilli Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ... Mike Finneran
Treasurer .……...….. Debbie DeVaney
Secretary .………..... Craig Whitehead
Sgt‐at‐Arms … Boyd (Willie) Williams
Chaplain ………….....…... Rob Breeden
Historian …………………...………… Open
Advisor ……..………... Norm MacLellan

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN YOUR PRAYERS

