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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE 

Important Phone Numbers for Veterans: 

South County Service Officer ……………….. (941) 861-3047 
Department of Veterans Affairs ………...…… (800) 827-1000 
State Service Officer …………………..….... (800) 827-1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………...… (941) 371-3349 
Bay Pines ………………...…………...…… (888) 820-0230 

SCAT Plus Bus to: 

Bay Pines or Haley VA Hospitals ……...…….. (941) 861-1234 
Sarasota National Cemetery …………...……. (941) 922-7200 

Members, I hope that everyone made out OK during the hurri-
cane. We are looking to the county to rank and maybe upgrade 
the Post for a future emergency shelter. This is not a commit-
ment just an investigation. 

On the good side the kitchen is improving the bottom line. 
When possible please reserve your tables Thursday and Fri-
day with choice of entree on Friday. 

We're looking for help with Sunday football and Monday hot 
dogs. Anyone looking to help with the building and or grounds 
see Richard Lemm. 

Thanks to all the year round members for your continuous sup-
port and patronage. We welcome back our seasonal members, 
looking forward to seeing you all again. Please remember this is 
our Legion and can only be successful with all our participation. 

For God and Country. 

Howard Van Nostrand, Commander 

Help! 

Ladies please look through your old scrapbooks and see if you 
have any pictures of the Ladies Auxiliary you could donate.  
(Pictures, event memories, letters)  We need help with our 100th 
Anniversary scrapbook.  Anything you could give us would be 
greatly appreciated. Thank you.  You can bring or send them to 
our office. 

We will have a big celebration here at Unit #159 in the spring of 
2020 and we are now starting to get it organized. 

We will be having a “Past President’s Parley” here at our Post on 
December 12th.  It will be our Units’ Christmas Party also.  Chef 
Terry is making a “Special” Christmas Buffet.  All Auxiliary 
members are invited,  “No charge”.  Let the office know if you 
will be able to attend.  We will honor Past Presidents and all 
female Veterans with a gift.  Come and reminisce. 

Upcoming Events: 
  *  Country Western Party Nov 4th    Jay Smith 
  *  Christmas Dinner Dance Dec 9th    Bruce Shelly 
  *  U.S.O. Party   Jan 27th    Heart & Soul 

We are updating our Webpage thanks to Donna Ley and Marlene 
Hammond.  Learn about us and our programs.  Visit our Post 
website at www.novelpost159.org, and click on Auxiliary.  

Service and Kindness to Others. 

Judy Lemm, President  

Hurricane Irma Assistance 

THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL EMERGENCY FUND 

Any Legion current member or S.A.L. current member can ap-
ply for a grant from this fund. If you have been displaced or 
evacuated from your primary residence, because of hurricane 
Irma, and had out-of-pocket expenses to provide for food, cloth-
ing or shelter you may be granted up to $3,000.00. This also 
applies to any subsequent natural disaster. These funds are not 
designed for insurance compensation or to cover monetary losses 
on your property or vehicle. Only one grant per household will 
be approved. Photos, receipts, and any other supporting data for 
temporary lodging, food. and work estimates should be submit-
ted. 

John Farrow    

A BIG  THANK  YOU to the anonymous Boston Fan who 
donated a new 70” TV to our Post Home. The Boston games will 
be aired on TV #7 during NFL Sundays. GO PATS! 



If you know of any member who is ill, in the hospital or have 
had a death in the family, please call me at 484-614-8680 so I 
can contact them. If I am not at home, please leave a message. 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

Transfers        Former Post 

Maximo Luna         FL 400 
Craig Plowman        FL 400 
Richard Luettchau      TN 281 
Richard Wood     NY 1720 
Stephen Barczy        FL 400 
Frank Hutton       NY 794 
David Ticknor        FL 242 
Richard Kobetz       VA 141 
Robert Kirkland        FL 400 
George Paul        FL 400 
William Jones        FL 400 
Albert Hemingway      FL110 

New Members        Branch       

Anthony Monico        USAF 
Loren Lucy          USN 
Johnnie Wilson       USN 
John Kosmas       Army 
Peter Cicolini       Army 
William Elliott       Army 

ADJUTANT ’S CORNER 

OCT/NOV 2017 — ISSUE  #51 PAGE 2 

AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

First of all, thank you! I first wore my CIB, Jump Wings, and 
Pathfinder Torch in my mind before I wore them on my shirt. 
Yet, when informed in public that I was being honored with  
The Legionnaire of The Year Award, it was totally different ! I 
was pleasantly surprised, shocked, and thrilled by this unex-
pected recognition of my efforts for the Post and community. I 
had never seen myself receiving this honor. 

I have been spiritually guided in three areas: follow my ideas/
dreams, teamwork, and forward thinking, Not always in that 
order. I retired eight years before I was “ready” (take it or 
else), so I followed my dream anyway: Move to my concept of 
“Margaritaville”, enjoy my house, car cruising, boat cruising, 
partying and searching for the world’s best grouper sandwich. 
And, I’m still doin it ! Then came forward thinking: the what’s 
next? This was like connecting the dots in the dark; I did not 
know, maybe improve my serve? No, not the tennis kind, but 
the payback and pay forward kind. This search led to a divin-
ity/bachelors degree in Christion metaphysics and practice. 
During this period, I joined the Post and the Honor Guard. 
Later I volunteered and trained for Hospice, then y’all elected 
me Chaplain. 

From our preamble “ to inculcate a sense of individual obliga-
tion to the community …” has the meaning of individually 
improving our serve, seeing how it improves the Post and thus 
the community. It begins with us and grows. The Post is an 
example of results performed by individauls that group. To 
paraphrase the great voices, “ I can not do what you do, you 
can not do what I do, but together we are called LEGION! 

Gratefully, 

Rod Dimon, Chaplain 

Transfers 
To the Post Everlasting 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and for 
having the courage to defend our freedoms 

Russell King * James Dougherty * Fred Lugar 
Stanley Bienkowski * Stanley Wesley * George Clark 
Frank Lucas * Michael Comardo * Walter MacDonald 

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you. 

 

HONORARY FLAG DONOR 
FOR THE MONTH OF 

October/November 2017 
In Memory of 

George Lehman 
Your Wife 

Ladies there are still many of you that have yet to pay the 
membership  for 2017. Check your membership card for the 
year paid. If it shows 2016 that means you are delinquent for 
2017. We have received the cards for 2018 already. Dues are 
still the same. $30 for the year. You can mail your payment to 
1770 E Venice Ave Venice 34292 or bring it into the office 
Mon thru Fri 9 AM to 3 PM. Should you have questions call 
me on my cell phone at 941-468-1945. 

Flag Donor: 

A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag 
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the 
flag will be yours. 
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Americanism… This time and place in our coun-
try's anti-everything climate poses a very difficult task in writ-
ing an article on Americanism.  I have no intention of offering 
my opinion or the opinions of others to the combative speech 
made by the hate groups, protesters and would-be assassins. 
The intention here is to stay  within the framework set by the 
American Legion when addressing Americanism. 

I will start by submitting quotes made by the Legion regarding 
this important "Pillar", one of the four (4) "Pillars" adopted by 
the Legion at  its early founding stages in 1919, the "Pillar" 
called Americanism: 

"In a changing world, one thing stays the same- The Military 
Experience - It's the bond between veterans who have served 
America, from the fields of Europe to the jungles of Asia to the 
deserts of the Middle East and everywhere in between.  We 
will not fail those with whom we have served---this promise 
was made by generation of veterans. We must continue the 
legacy---we are bonded through service and committed to the 
future." 

Did you know that we changed the course of history? The 
American Legion wrote the original G I Bill. Fellow Legion-
naires along with members of Congress created the 
'Servicemen's Readjustment Act of 1944'. This was later 
known as the G I Bill which enabled millions of veterans to live 
the American dream. 

The American Legion is also on the front lines to push through 
Congress an Amendment that will read "THE CONGRESS 
SHALL HAVE POWER TO PROHIBIT THE PHYSICAL 
DESECRATION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITES 
STATES."  Did you know that by a judicial decree in 1989 the 
U.S. Supreme Court amended the United States Constitution 
by "inserting" flag burning into the Bill of Rights.  That deci-
sion took from the American people a fundamental right that 
had been exercised from our beginnings as a Nation-- the right 
to protect our flag.  

There are several more programs that fall under the American-
ism Pillar----e.g.----illegal immigration, voter registra-
tion, Boy Scouts of America, the Pledge of Allegiance, Boys 
State, Boys Nation and Legion Baseball. We here at Post 159 
are involved in some of these programs and many more activi-
ties like School Awards, Financial Assistance to those returning 
from active duty, scholarships to deserving students, respectful 
observance of patriotic holidays and remembrances and our 
professional adherence to military protocol when we perform 
military honors at many funeral services for our departed com-
rades.  

The greater question facing our generation is how will future 
generations carry forward the notion of patriotism, the love of 

our country, the dedication to its ideals set forward by our 
founding fathers and our history as it happened not as it might 
possibly be re-written.  What is being taught in schools in 
America to our grand children and our great grand chil-
dren? What should be taught? Who decides? These questions 
are above my pay grade. We can only hope that those with the 
answers, those who care enough about these issues, do the 
right thing. Let us hope that these future educators will not be 
influenced by certain ideologies, unless, of course, it is too 
late.  We can always pass on to our own inner circle of family, 
extended family and close friends our own experiences, our 
past histories and that of our parents and grandparents. Am I 
concerned about the future of America – definitely, and so is 
our outgoing National Commander, Charles Schmidt. Read his 
final message in the latest issue of the American Legion Maga-
zine. 

There is another very important Pillar set forth by the Legion 
Founders----that is for a strong National Defense i.e. our mili-
tary capability and strength keeping in mind the various coun-
tries - China, Russia, N. Korea and other countries who might 
try to challenge the U.S. and its' place in world domi-
nance.  The American Legion must keep up the pressure on 
our new administration and Congress to fund our military, 
make us strong and unbeatable if we are ever challenged by 
these rogue nations. 

'A teacher affects eternity, he can never tell where his influ-
ence stops.'  Henry B. Adams 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 

John  Farrow, Americanism Chairman  

Don’t forget to renew your 

MEMBERSHIP 



OCT/NOV 2017 — ISSUE  #51 PAGE 4 

NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
October 2017 

3 GREAT October 
Special Events 
Get your tickets 

TODAY 
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
November 2017 

  SHOW YOUR PRIDE 
Now in our display case: 
Flags - Hats - License Plate Holders 
Hat Tacks - Shirts - Bracelets 
See our Adjutant or one of our Bartenders 



WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger-
man and Japanese war souvenirs. I am a member of this Post 
and frequently have militaria displays. 

Call Denny: (941) 244-2333                                          
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PERSONALS  

$4.00 PERSONALS 
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word 

“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

SHOW YOUR PRIDE  
Now in our display case:  Flags - New Hats - License Plate 
Holders - Hat Tacks - Shirts - Patriotic Bracelets (lg or sm) 
See our Adjutant or one of our Bartenders 

DEC/JAN 

Elaine Wheeler 
Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
Reni Breeden 
   In Memory of 
   Kay & Dick Key 
Carl Gaites 
Ralph (Red) Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Dennis Brown 
Carl Duede 
Al Angelastri 
Phyllis Angelastri 
Sharon Neadstine 
Edward Myslivecek 

FEB/MAR 

Nina Arzberger 
Harold Hernandez 
Ken Baier 

BULLETIN BOOSTERS 

Bob Copeland 
Don Farrell 
Robert Bostwick 

AUG/SEPT 

Len Kangas 
Sharon Kangas 
Lloyd Cox 
Marilyn Cox 
Jean Catsakis 
Ralph Murray 
Luella Murray 

OCT/NOV 

John Farrow (1) 
Dee Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
Wil Brickner 
Haigh Sarkissian 
Don Blair 
Pat Blair 

Ed Kalchbrenner 
Sharon Neadstine 

Terry Greenwood 
Ed Ripley 
Katherine Sjoblom 
   Spiegel 
Adele Sjoblom Cohill 
   In memory of 
   Harry S. Sjoblom 

APRIL/MAY 

Ian Torkelson 
   In memory of grandma 
   Beverly Brickner 
John Brumbaugh 
Mark Apsey 
Carl M. Duede 
Gary Zimmerman 
Dwight Wentworth 
Don Napoli 
Gerda Fife 

JUNE/JULY 

Stephen Plichta 

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to 
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your 
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to 
support this publication?  Thank you. 

 

YOU OWE IT 

TO YOUR POST 

TO ATTEND YOUR 

ORGANIZATIONS’ 

MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 

FOOD for the needy contin-
ues to need our support.  We 
thank the individuals and groups who have 
generously donated to the Food Bank.  
Please keep up the good work.  Any ques-
tions call: Joe Gopp  (941) 375-2102 

American Legion Auxiliary 
NO-VEL Unit 159 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00  

           Over 1000 Members 
           and Still Growing 

Life Membership 
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you inter-
ested in applying for a Life Membership? 
Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) 
See Post Adjutant for details 

Meeting:  3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post 

Join your NO-VEL Post 159 
American Legion 

Riders 



NAVY  VETERANS … Any Cruiser sailors interested 
in getting together for lunch and swapping sea stories: 
Contact Dick Pillart USS Pittsburgh CA72  492-5577  

Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To 
request their service or for additional information, call: 
                      Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749 
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Marino 
Plumbing 

* Disposals  * Toilets 
* Water Heaters 
* Service Calls 
* Installations 

Sat & Sunday No Extra 

497-1806 

CFC 1425844 

Framed Picture of your Entry 
Way Memorial Brick.  

Only $10 

See Commander Van Nostrand 



Post Officers 

Commander ….. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
1st Vice Comm …….. Bob Campbell 
2nd Vice Comm …. Norm MacLellan 
Adjutant ………..…... Jim Keitchen 
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer ……... Nick Bischof 
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner 
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner 
Sgt-at-Arms ……..… Tom Overman 
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
      Rusty Weatherhead 
                 Frank Noren 
Executive Board …..... Ed Anderson 
                                             Rod Dimon  
                                         Steve Doughty 
                                            John Farrow 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..………... Robert Didio 
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley 
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise 
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise 
Finance ……………. John Hammond 
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..…….….. Terry Duffey 
Advisor ..………….…..... Larry Kalb 

Auxiliary Officers  

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm 
1st Vice …..………... Marie Brugnola 
2nd Vice …………..……. Donna Ley 
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden 
Chaplain ……..… Marlene Hammond 
Historian ………….... Toni Brugnola 
Sgt-at-Arms ….....….. Leanne Rodick 
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open 
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington, 
                                          Frannie Santilli 

1770 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL  34292-3190 

AMERICAN LEGION NO-VEL 

POST 159 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Venice, FL 
Permit #884 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM 

Can we count on you? 

All Thursday and Friday 
Bands Play 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Dinners Served 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Alcoholic beverages served to members 
only. 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 
 

Resident/or 

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 

Riders Officers 

Director .…………….… Ron Felicita 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ... Mike Finneran 
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney 
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms ... Boyd (Willie) Williams 
Chaplain ………....…... Rob Breeden 
Historian ………….………… Open 
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan 


