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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE 

It is good to see our northern members back. "Welcome Back". 
We are having many exciting activities for the coming months 
and hope you will join us in the great fun. 

We are also getting many new members. I am asking that every-
one make them feel included in our "Legion Family". They are 
very important to us. 

Our Monday night "Game Night" is doing very well. A big 
thanks goes out to our volunteers working that night. 

Don't forget our Food Bank. We are still excepting food, tooth 
paste, soap and tooth brushes. 

Make sure you get your tickets for our New Year's Eve Gala, 
they will be going fast. Music will be by Escape, the night in-
cludes a seven course meal and champagne toasts. Tickets are 
$50 per person. 

Our Legion meetings are the third Tuesday of the month at 6:00 
PM followed by refreshments. Come get involved, perhaps run 
for an office, we start taking nominations in April. 

Thanks to our many "Volunteers", you are greatly appreciated. 
You're what keeps our Post so great. 

Remember our Eggnog Party on December 24th from 3:00 PM 
to 6:00 PM, come and spend time with your American Legion 
family. Our American Legion Post is one of the largest in the 
State, therefore, it takes a large amount of revenue to operate 
the Post. We must have your support to continue to keep our 
Post successful. 

Merry Christmas and have a Happy and Healthy New Year.  

For God and Country 

Richard Lemm, Commander 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be busy this season, beginning with the 
Christmas parade, breakfast with Santa including Mrs. Clause and 
their elves on December 10th for 50 underprivileged children 
from the “Center of Hope” as well as our community.  We have a 
jar behind the bar for donations to help with the food and gifts.  
There will be a Christmas tree in the entrance with each child’s 
wish from Santa.  You can pick a child, then purchase their de-
sired gift, bring it to the Legion office with their name attached 
to the gift.  We welcome any help you can give to make these 
children’s Christmas magical. 

December 17th will be our Christmas dinner dance, with an ele-
gant silver and blue theme including cloth table clothes and nap-
kins. A traditional old fashioned Christmas dinner will be served.  
Kristie Fumagalli Buck will be chairman of the event. Tickets are 
$15.00 music with Heart and Soul band. 

December 24th from 3 to 6 PM will be our Christmas Eve 
“Eggnog” party. The Auxiliary provides sandwiches and help 
serve. Eggnog spiked or plane will also be available.  Come and 
say “Merry Christmas” to your Legion family members.   

January 14th will be our annual USO party. Kevin Kenney will 
have his USO show with Bob Hope, Marilyn Monroe, the An-
drew sisters, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rodgers, plus more sur-
prises. We will be honoring our commander, Richard Lemm, for 
his continuous hard work for the Legion the past 28 years. Feel 
free to wear your military uniforms or your Legion shirts!  The 
USO party is one of our biggest fund raisers.  Keep in mind ALL 
money raised by the Auxiliary goes to Veterans, Community, 
and Youth. 

February 11th will be our “Disco Valentine” party.  Break out 
your best “Saturday night fever / John Travolta costume…or 
maybe Cher, or just simple wear red. Whatever you wear, plan 
on  a fun night! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year from all of us 
at the Auxiliary of Unit #159! 

Service and kindness to others. 

Judy Lemm, President  



Ladies keep coming with your renewals for 2017. Many of you 
have already and I thank you very much. Your dues are $30. 
Please send your check to 1770 E Venice Ave, Venice, FL 
34292 or if you are in the Post Home between 9 AM and 3 
PM Monday thru Friday see me in the office. 

You may think Unit 159 has the $30 to work with. Not so. 
After paying National and Department there are only $11.05 
left for the many projects we are involved in. 

Reni Breeden, Auxiliary Membership Chairman  

God Bless Our Troops 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

David Kaczmarck          Army 
Robert LeBlanc          USAF 
James Coling          Army 
Stephen Kucey          USAF 

Transfers        Former Post 

Frank Clarke    MD 0297 
Gary Hansen     IA 0009 
George Vargo     OH 0888 
John Marshall     SC 0147 
Lyall Smith     NH 0003 
Brent Heath     FL 0080 
Henry Suydam         PA 0910 
Howard Williams     FL 0400 
Scott Cristian     DC 0056 
Gerrard Stellwagen  FL 0400 
Ihor Hron     FL 0400 
Donald Blem     FL 0400 
Lewis Borofsky     CT 0200 
Diane Luna     FL 0208 
Timothy Lauer     IN 0777 
Steven Ayers     KY 0200 
William Conner     IL 0610 
Robert McHenry     FL 0400 
Andrew Valenti     FL 0400 
Joseph Viturale     MA 0124   

New Members        Branch       

Donald Kingery          Navy 
Jason Conley          Army 
James Pollard          Army 
Dennis Turner              Navy 
Anthony Aceto          Army 
James Connor          Army 
James Bish            Navy 
Amir Brown          Army 
Lawrence Melocik        Army 
Thom Heinzeroth          USMC 
Melvin Studley              Army 
Frederick Shellard         USAF 
Walter Howard          Army 
Albert Pond          Army 
George Hockenbrocht  USAF 
Jean Fauteux          Army 
Robert Phillips          USAF 
Dennis Owens          Navy 
Dave Cron          Army 
R D Okendine, Jr.        USMC 
Richard Moore          USAF 
Harvey Million          Army 
Don Kennedy          Army 
Ronald Mutz          Navy 

Flag Donor: 

A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag 
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the 
flag will be yours. 

ADJUTANT ’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

Important Phone Numbers for Veterans: 

South County Service Officer …………….. (941) 861-3047 
Department of Veterans Affairs ……...…… (800) 827-1000 
State Service Officer ……………………... (800) 827-1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………… (941) 371-3349 
Bay Pines ………………...……………… (888) 820-0230 

SCAT Plus Bus to: 

Bay Pines or Haley VA Hospitals ………….. (941) 861-1234 
Sarasota National Cemetery ………………. (941) 922-7200 

The family happily arrived at home with the new nativity set, 
and the three children were the first in the house. It would go 
on the TV stand for all to see…so opens this story “Away 
From the Manager”! 

As the unpacking turned from mess to organized family fun, 
Mikie yelled ”WOW! We have two Baby Jesus”!  Annie was 
quite upset because she knew without a doubt that some cus-
tomer at the store was about to get ripped off! But, nobody 
listened as they planned on keeping it as an extra. Who needs a 
second Jesus, Annie pondered. That night, Gina put an ad on 
her favorite crafts website: If you lost baby Jesus call 721436. 
When the children came home days later, Mom informed that 
a nice lady called about Gina’s ad and they all were going to 
her house and meet her and her kids. Of course they were 
taking Baby Jesus and a nice package. Oh, Dad was already 
there. The houses were worn down, but dad’s truck was 
parked in front of a nice one.  He had come to fix the furnace. 
The lady’s husband walked out a week ago, taking blankets 
etc. No money as the lady worked cleaning and washing but 
would not be paid until after Christmas. The kids were excited 
and asked “did you miss baby Jesus”? “NO, you see, Jesus is in 
my heart. I called because if you cared about a nativity, you 
cared about people. Mom unpacked the box of food and other 
things, the kids returned with blankets, newer clothes and toys 
and put them on the table. And in the middle of the table – the 
Baby Jesus, away from the manger and in the center of giving 
and receiving based on unconditional love. No mistakes in 
God’s world (that includes missing figurines in a nativity set)! 
Thank you all-members of Post 159 for being in my life!!! 
Merry Christmas indeed!      Rod Dimon, Chaplain 

Transfers 
To the Post Everlasting 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and for 
having the courage to defend our freedoms 

Thomas McGuire * Donald Cunningham 
Charles Briggs * Thomas Staral  
Clyde Hudson * Richard  Yee  

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you. 



Don’t forget to renew your 
membership before year’s end 

 
PAGE 3 VENICE FLORIDA 

            SHOW YOUR PRIDE 
 Now in our display case:   Flags - New 
 Hats - License Plate Holders 
 Hat Tacks - Shirts 
   See our Adjutant or one of our Bartenders 

Americanism… Having done our duty as responsi-
ble voters in this major election it is time to move on, to for-
get our various resentments and to come together as "one na-
tion under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.' 
Only time will tell how those elected will achieve everything 
that they promised . To use a time worn phrase "actions speak 
louder than words." 

I would like to describe the meaning of the sixth one of the 11 
principle purposes Legionnaires all over the world  
say when they recite the "Preamble To The American Legion 
Constitution ": "To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to 
the community, state and nation". 

 Always interested in building a better nation, the founders of 
the American Legion believed that such building must start 
first with the individual in their own community. So they made 
it one of the cardinal principles of the American Legion to in-
culcate that sense of personal obligation to the community, 
state and nation into the individual citizen. That means educat-
ing the citizen --young ,old and future--in his and her responsi-
bility to be active in making the hometown a better place in 
which to live, in discharging the duty of voting in elections, in 
paying taxes promptly, in contributing to community chest 
funds and to blood banks.  These duties must be carried for-
ward and never finished. Post #159 sets a good example to the 
citizens of this area by our continuing efforts to be of service 
and to be involved in our community. The members here at 
NO-VEL Post #159 , the Auxiliary, The S.A.L. and the Le-
gion Riders are very grateful for the many Citizens of Venice 
who take the time to thank all of us for our service.  

Once again "hats off" to all Legion Volunteers. You know who 
you are and you keep the doors open, the air nice and cool 
inside, the lights on, the beer cold and it is all done by the 
revenue you bring in by virtue of your efforts . Our Color 
Guard /Honor Guard has made a very big impression in this 
part of Sarasota County. Word gets out -we do Military 

 Funeral services, Parades, Flag Presentation ceremonies, local 
school patriotic services , school awards, scholarships, boys 
state , and we are usually relied on for our knowledge of the 
protocol needed for Veteran's Day, Memorial Day and Flag 
ceremonies at Patriot Park in Venice and Patriot Plaza at the 
Sarasota National Cemetery.  If you come to our Thursday 
night "Dance Parties' or our more formal Friday night "Dinner 
Dances" say hello to our "Duty Officer and Hostess" who are 
there to help you with any questions or problems and remem-
ber they are also "Volunteers." Please remember our FRIDAY 
NIGHT DRESS CODE it is posted in the lobby of the Post. 

Post #159 is also grateful for our volunteers who work "game 
night', those who sell hot dogs, those who work 
Bingo, and we can not leave out the many women of the Aux-
iliary who are always seen doing something at the Post, 
putting up decorations , helping serve food at the various func-
tions and helping clean up at the end of the events. 

Remember to pick up a membership application next time you 
are at the Post.  Be part of the Post, be a recruiter, get that 
good feeling when you bring in a new member and show him 
or her our post quarters. 

Dates in December------Dec.7- Pearl Harbor Day flags at half 
staff 'til sunset, Dec. 21 - winter begins, Dec. 24  - Hanukkah 
begins, Dec.25 - Christmas.  

Dates in January-----Jan. 1- New Year's Day, Jan. 16 - M.L.K. 
Day, Jan. 27 - Viet Nam cease fire 1973, Jan. 28 -Chinese 
New Year, Jan. 30 - Tet Offensive began. 

God Bless and keep safe all Service Men and Women deployed 
throughout the world!! MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY 
NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!!! 

"government of the people, by the people, for the people shall 
not perish from the earth'' A. Lincoln 

John Farrow, Americanism Chairman  

The Tin Can Sailors Squadron meets every 
2nd Thursday of the month for LUNCH at 
12 noon.  

Venice Sailfish Base will have their monthly 
luncheon meeting at 12:00 noon here on the 
third Thursday 

Carrier Assn. meets on the 1st Thursday 
each month at 11:30. 

Amphibious Forces meets every 1st 
Wednesday of the month for lunch at 12:30.  

Great Christmas Gift Great Christmas Gift Great Christmas Gift Great Christmas Gift 
IdeasIdeasIdeasIdeas    

Why not shop here at the Post. 
Super prices on NO-VEL Post 

159 merchandise. 
Support our Veteran’s.  

NEW larger size 
available. Also 
only $5. 
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
December 2016 
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
January 2017 
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PERSONALS  

$4.00 PERSONALS 
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word 

“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

Life Membership 
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you interested in applying for a 

Life Membership? Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) 
See Post Adjutant for details 

FEB/MAR 

Bob Koehlinger 
Janet Koehlinger 
John Brumbaugh 
Robert Copeland 
Mike Finneran 

APRIL/MAY 

Rich Smith  
Bill Lowe 
Marilyn Lowe 
Helen Pesamoska 
Ed Kalchbrenner 
Tom Tallman 
Ian Torkelson 
   In memory of grandma 
   Beverly Brickner 
Roger Haviland 
Marlene  Haviland 

JUN/JULY 

Charlie Quigg 

BULLETIN BOOSTERS 

Ed Kalchbrenner 

OCT/NOV 

John Farrow 
Wil Brickner 
Helen Pesamoska 
Dee Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
Jim Gauvreau 
Dottie Gauvreau 
Harry Brown 
   In Memory of 
   Lynne G. Brown 
Arthur W. Day 

DEC/JAN 

Elaine Wheeler 
Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
In Memory of 

   Kay & Dick Key 
Carl Gaites 
Ralph (Red) Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Dennis Brown 
Carl Duede 
Al Angelastri 
Phyllis Angelastri 
Sharon Neadstine 
Edward Myslivecek 

Carl M. DueDe 
Rickey T. Wilkins 
Ron Wentworth 
Andrew Scheffler 
June Martin 
Lloyd Cox 
Marilyn Cox 

AUG/SEPT 

Len Kangas (2) 
Haigh Starkissian 
Rob Sprague, Jr. 
Ralph Breeden, Sr. 
Robert Breeden 
Richard Breeden 
Reni Breeden 
Lisa Breeden 
Reno Breeden 
Ralph Breeden, Jr. 
Frank Bivona 
Neil Collins 
Mary Oliver 

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to 
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your 
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to 
support this publication?  Thank you. 

FOOD for the needy continues 
to need our support.  We thank the 
individuals and groups who have generously 
donated to the Food Bank.  Please keep up the 
good work.  Any questions call: Joe Gopp 

FOR SALE:   
1997 Safari Trek, Diesel, Model 2830, 92K Miles, New 
Tires, Roof, Brakes, Electric Bed Motor, Generator, etc. 

$15,000             Call (941) 445-4507                     

American Legion Auxiliary 
NO-VEL Unit 159 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00  

           Over 1000 Members 
           and Still Growing 

Don’t forget to renew your 

MEMBERSHIP 

WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger-
man and Japanese war souvenirs. I am a member of this Post 
and frequently have militaria displays. 

Call Denny: (941) 244-2333                                         8/17 

FOR SALE: 
24 ft. Fiberglass, Heavy Duty, Extension Ladder.   

$100                  Call (941) 412-3225 



Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To 
request their service or for additional information, call: 
                      Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749 

 

 
 

William Schulte 
Finish Carpentry 

Crown Molding Specialist 
since 1981 

(941) 484-7167 
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If you know of any member who is ill, in the hospital or have 
had a death in the family, please call me at 941-493-4604 so I 
can contact them. If I am not at home, please leave a message. 
I can also be reached at: krystynaderita@yahoo.com 

Krystyna DeRita, Chaplain 

Meeting:  3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post 

Join your NO-VEL Post 159 
American Legion 

Riders 

Marino 
Plumbing 

* Disposals  * Toilets 
* Water Heaters 
* Service Calls 
* Installations 

Sat & Sunday No Extra 

497-1806 

CFC 1425844 



Post Officers 

Commander ……..... Richard Lemm 
1st Vice Comm ………. John Farrow 
2nd Vice Comm ……… Eric Molloy 
Adjutant …………..... Wil Brickner 
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer …….... Neil Collins 
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner 
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner 
Sgt-at-Arms ……....… Al Angelastri 
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
      Rusty Weatherhead 
Executive Board …... Bob Campbell 
                                             Rod Dimon  
                                     Norm MacLellan 
                                     Elizabeth Molloy 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..………... Robert Didio 
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley 
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise 
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise 
Finance …...…………. Mike Yencich 
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..……….. Ed Konke, Jr. 
Advisor ..………..…..... John Farrow 

Auxiliary Officers  

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm 
1st Vice …..……….... Frannie Santilli 
2nd Vice ……………. Marie Brugnola 
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden 
Chaplain ………....… Kristina Derita 
Historian ………….... Kathy Walker 
Sgt-at-Arms …..….. Phyllis Angelastri 
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open 
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington, 
          Robin Hill, Kristie Fumagalli-Buck 

1770 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL  34292-3190 

AMERICAN LEGION NO-VEL 

POST 159 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Venice, FL 
Permit #884 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM 

Can we count on you? 

All Thursday and Friday 
Bands Play 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Dinners Served 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Alcoholic beverages served to members 
only. 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 
 

Resident/or 

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 

Riders Officers 

Director .………….… Mike Finneran 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ….. Greg Gustin 
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney 
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms .……..... Robin DeVaney 
Chaplain …………..…... Phil Ebaugh 
Historian ………….………… Open 
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan 


