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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE 

We are now in the new year and I see enthusiasm from our 
members.  I want to give a special thank you to the guys that 
came forward and took charge in assembling our new lounge 
chairs. The names are as follows: Gary Bentley, Bill Flowers, 
Howard Van Norstrand, Cliff White, Dave Knox, Bob Camp-
bell, William Schulte, Charlie McGuire, David Bailey, Dave 
Buck, John Farrow, and Tom Brogan. 

I also want to thank all our volunteers for their hard work in 
keeping our Post successful. 

Most positions are open for Post Officers. Please step forward 
and take an office, we do not want to lose our Charter. 

See you at our Super Bowl Party, food, games, and fun on Febru-
ary 5th. Kitchen opens at 4:00. 

For God and Country 

Richard Lemm, Commander 

The purpose of the Women’s Auxiliary is to serve our Legion, 
our veterans, our community, and our youth. 

* This past Holiday Season, we helped our post by decorating 
and serving.  * For our Veterans, our Unit #159 designed our 
own Christmas card to veterans. We gave out 200 cards to Vet-
erans in nursing homes.  * For the first time in the history of 
Venice, the three service Auxiliaries joined together…the 
D.A.V., the V.F.W., and the American Legion for one purpose; 
“Adopt a Veteran in nursing homes for Christmas”.  * Our mem-
bers contributed 50 gifts to veterans in local nursing homes.  
* Our “Breakfast with Santa” was a huge success for 50 under-
privileged children from the “Center of Hope”. Once again, our 
Auxiliary elves helped provide Santa with gifts for these children. 
What a beautiful sight to see our dance floor filled with children 
dancing with Santa and his elves. After a nice hot breakfast, Santa 
and his elves gave each child toys, goodies, and a picture with 
Santa. We hope to continue our partnership with the Center of 
Hope in the future.  * Our patriotism continued to show during 
the Venice Christmas Parade. Frannie Santilli and Laura Bovee 
passed out over 300 flags while walking in the parade. Thank you 
Ladies! I’m so proud of you and for your support!  * Our U.S.O. 
party was great fun. We recognized Veterans and had a U.S.O. 
show! 

Please join us for our “Disco Valentine’s Party” February 11th . 
Music by “Twice as Nice” Franie Santilli is the Chairman. Get 
your tickets early 

Our Mardi Gras party is February 25th Music by a new group, 
‘Straight Up” Donna Ley is the Chairman, she’s sure to have 
some great surprises. 

St Patrick’s day falls on a Friday, so this year the Legion will be 
hosting this event. 

Our Luau Party will be April 1st. Music by “Heart and Soul”. 
Marie Burgnola is the Chairman. 

Service and Kindness to others, 

Judy Lemm, President  

Smoking or Non-Smoking … A recent mo-
tion was made and discussed by the Executive Board to ban 
smoking in our Post Home effective July 1, 2017. Even though 
we have a separate smoking area (back bar), primary concerns 
range from the potential effects of second hand smoke, inefficient 
ventilation system in the back bar and the necessity for wait and 
bar staff to enter a smoking environment to serve our customers. 
To help determine the feelings of our members, the Executive 
Board approved a General Membership vote on the issue to be 
held at our regular April (4/18/2017) General Meeting at 
6:00 PM. Continued discussion and eventual decision will be 
made on the motion by the Executive Board following the vote. 

“Red, White, Blue and Black Chips” to 
expire on April 1st. After April 1, 2017, the only bar chip hon-
ored will be the YELLOW VOLUNTEER CHIP. Replacing the 
colored bar chips are bar CHITS which can be purchased for any 
drink. So, redeem your red, white, blue, and black bar chips 
today, or at least by April 1st.  

On the horizon — Post 159 gift cards in any denomination. 



Ladies! National sent out dues notices again without being com-
pletely caught up logging all paid members. If you received a notice 
and are already paid good for you. Toss the notice. BUT if you have 
not paid please do so soon. Thank you. 

Reni Breeden 

Auxiliary Membership  

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

Transfers        Former Post 

Stan Enoch      IN 0368 
Philip Pantano      FL 0277 
Paul  Youing      NJ 0252 
Frederick Jenness      VT 0005 
Robert Parkinson      PA 0926 
John West     GA 0400 
John Jensen      FL 0110 
Bill Grimes      FL 0400 
Gary Strouse     WI 0434 
Kenneth Anderson    FL 0155 
Fredrick Noren     CO 0211 
John Bertschuk      FL 0400 
Steven Carruthers     FL 0400 
Alfred Jones, Jr.      FL 0400 
William Beaulieu     CO 0161 
Roger Measel      MI 0225 
James Dugdale      FL 0400 
Robert StPierre     MA 0462 
James Smith    MN 1982  

New Members        Branch       

Joseph Rollins         USCG 
Brian Maust         Army 
Stan Farmer         Navy 
Frank Sinatra         Navy 
Edward McDonnell     USMC 
John Koss         USAF 
George Rothweiler      Navy 
Lynn Clark         USCG 
Larry Fees         Navy 
Ralf Joyce         Army 
Gerald Weber         Army 
Edward Haese   
Ross Webb   
Steven Merkel         Army  

Flag Donor: 

A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag 
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the 
flag will be yours. 

ADJUTANT ’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

It is a new year, Christmas being over, the house straightened, 
the visitors gone. Some people are beginning to feel “is that all 
there is”? Well, this is the season of our discontent: adding the 
blahs to the dark days seeming to be longer, some trees and 
plants dormant – it’s time for a break. Hang on, we have some 
holidays coming that will bring cheer. No, not the day off 
work buy presents kind, but effective anyway. 

Ground hog day is the first; YES – don’t you get the idea to 
pray the ground hog gets kidnapped before he has a chance to 
see his shadow? Give us some warm sunshine. Before we can 
suffer longer , it is Valentine’s Day !!! From Hallmark to Deb-
bie Boone’s “You light up my life” through the one who says “I 
am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life “. Things start 
to warm. But give us more proof, you plead . Very well, check 
this out: 

Next is St Patrick’s Day !!!! No theology rant about was it 
snakes or Druids he drove out - simply this: How many times 
has this “big parade” been snowed out?? If that is not enough – 
the next time out is THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING !!!!!!!!!!!!  

What hopes do you have for spring? This is a good time to 
think new ideas, new directions. Spiritually, it can be a time to 
think about renewal, growing in different ways, and exercising 
your own faith. Faith is the heart of life. You go to a new doc-
tor whose name you can not pronounce. She gives us you a 
scrip you can not read . You take it to a pharmacist you do not 
see and then you take the medicine you do not understand, all 
in good faith ! Why not use this same faith with your God this 
new year ?? 

Faithfully – Rod Dimon, Chaplain  

Transfers 
To the Post Everlasting 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and for 
having the courage to defend our freedoms 

Robert H. Jones * Joseph Lariviere 
William Floyd * Francis Stegner * Daniel Dineen 

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you. 

 

HONORARY FLAG DONOR 
FOR THE MONTH OF 

February 2017 

For All Who Served 

Howard Van Norstrand 

 

HONORARY FLAG DONOR 
FOR THE MONTH OF 

March 2017 

Thomas J. Kilkenney 
We Miss You 

 Your Family 

Don’t Forget 
Monday Game Nights 

Queen of Hearts * BINGO * Wheel of Fortune * 50/50 

$1.00 Drafts & Well Drinks * FOOD and FUN 

Meeting:  3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post 

Join your NO-VEL Post 159 
American Legion 

Riders 

GOD BLESS 

OUR TROOPS 



Joe Steimel awarded French Legion 
of Honor Medal 

Post 159 member Joseph (Joe) Steimel was awarded the 
French Legion of Honor Medal at a ceremony in the 
Yacht Club at Tampa this past December 16th. He was 
awarded this medal for his service in WWII with the 29th Divi-
sion in France fighting for their freedom. He received the Pur-
ple Heart after he was wounded in battle near Liege, Belgium. 
He was wounded for the last time in battle at Julich, Germany. 
CONGRATULATIONS JOE!  
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Important Phone Numbers for Veterans: 

South County Service Officer …………….. (941) 861-3047 
Department of Veterans Affairs ……...…… (800) 827-1000 
State Service Officer ……………………... (800) 827-1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………… (941) 371-3349 
Bay Pines ………………...……………… (888) 820-0230 

SCAT Plus Bus to: 

Bay Pines or Haley VA Hospitals ………….. (941) 861-1234 
Sarasota National Cemetery ………………. (941) 922-7200 

Americanism… The title to the left is 'A.K.A.' pa-
triotism or love of our country.  Most of us are patriotic, we 
love the U.S.A.  There are some amongst us who have mixed 
feelings.  Perhaps we are angry about the outcome of the re-
cent election, or we are not happy with our health plan or the 
rising cost of living, gas, food, clothes etc. These issues are 
common every day problems which we all share.  Sometimes 
even the most patriotic have these gripes.  There is another 
more strident dissident.  The one who speaks out with a voice 
akin to anarchy, a dis-regard for American concepts, princi-
ples and values and a hatred for an American's love of history 
and its place in the free world. They have overlooked the one, 
unchangeable, never ending aspect of living in America.  We 
all have freedom--liberty--and a free will to do as we wish 
within the law and  within acceptable moral standards. Go to 
some other country, live there for awhile, pay attention to the 
options and choices available to the inhabitants of those coun-
tries, compare them to our own, I guarantee you that you can 
not wait to get back on American soil. 

Where does this unhappy mind set of the dissident begin to 
take roots?  It starts , as unbelievable as it sounds, in child-
hood. Children mimic their parents in words, actions 
and  beliefs.  If Dad uses profanity around the house the little 
boy will also use it.  If Dad or Mom does not show any respect 
or adherence to American ideals then the children in that 
household will follow suit.  Conversely if the household ad-
heres to patriotic principles and core values its inhabitants will 
love each other as well as their country and their flag. Then 
their life, as Americans,  has true meaning. These basic sym-
bols of Americana; The Pledge of Allegiance, The National 
Anthem--"The Star Spangled Banner" and  the Stars and 
Stripes, our Nation's flag, have deep, soulful meaning to the 
patriot.  Some of our Nation's young however idolize certain 
celebrities and sports figures who do not exemplify decent 
behavior either on-stage, off-stage on the field or off the field. 

We hereby ask  the citizens of our beloved nation and  our 
community to reach out to the young , the future of our coun-
try and encourage them in any way possible to grasp these  

ideals, nurture them, grow old with them and pass them on to 
future generations.  Americanism must never die! 

Upcoming dates to remember: Feb. 20th-President's Day, 
Feb. 24th-1991 Operation Desert Storm, Mar. 12th-Daylight 
Savings begins, Mar. 19th-2003 Iraq War begins. 

All Members are requested to attend the Feb., March and 
April meetings which open nominations for the up-coming 
May election of Officers for the 2017-2018 term of of-
fice.  Meetings are held on the 3rd Tues. of the month at 6 
p.m. at the Post. Do not continue to hang back, relax and let 
someone else worry about the many issues, problems, 
and duties required of an elected officer. At the very least, 
come to the meetings. 

Members are also welcome to share their thoughts, objections, 
criticisms and suggestions to this article by submitting a short 
( 2 sentence ) statement to -'twoseventreefive@aol.com.' 
Your short statements will be included in future newsletters --
- statements must be accompanied by your name. 

Thanks to all of you who faithfully attend our Thursday night 
dance parties and our more formal Friday night 
dinner dances.  These are not hap-hazard affairs that we just 
throw together. Careful planning goes into these events; 
from hiring, well in advance, the entertainment and offering a 
different menu for you to enjoy on Friday nights. 

Post#159 Officers send out a big THANK YOU to all of our 
Lounge and Kitchen staff members for the great job 
they did in 2016. You are the best!!!!!!!  Once again a shout 
goes out to our volunteers - You're awesome.!!!!! - many 
thanks. And, an extra special thank you to the new chair as-
sembly crew who put together 95 brand new chairs that are 
now in the lounge. They did this incredible job in 3 1/2 hrs. 
one morning.  WOW!  What a great group of volunteers we 
have at #159. 

"Men who have offered their lives for their country know that 
patriotism is not the fear of something, it is the love of some-
thing."         Adlai Stevenson 

John Farrow, Americanism Chairman  



Submariners 

The Venice Sailfish Base will have their monthly luncheon meeting at 
12:00 noon on the third Thursday each month at the Venice American 
Legion. If you’re interested or have questions, please call Jack McAllister 
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
February 2017 
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Tin Can Sailors 

The Tin Can Sailors Squadron meets every 2nd Thursday of the month for 
LUNCH at 12 noon. All DD and DE Sailors are welcome. Call Tom Tallman 
with questions (941) 486-5085. 

NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
March 2017 

Carrier Sailors Association 

The Venice Chapter of the “Carrier Association” meets on the 1st Thursday each 
month at 11:30. Looking for new members. Contact Bill Johnson or Tom Sala-
dino. 223-0458 

Amphibious Forces 

The Amphibious Forces meets every 1st Wednesday of the month for lunch at 
12:30. For information call: Leroy Zeedyk at (941) 497-0345 



WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger-
man and Japanese war souvenirs. I am a member of this Post 
and frequently have militaria displays. 

Call Denny: (941) 244-2333                                         8/17 

FOR SALE:   
2001 Cherry Red Mercedes Convertible SL500. New racing 
tires, new brown soft top, includes hardtop, excellent con-
dition, garaged, well maintained.  
941-423-9229 or cell 941-626-0862                            4/17 

FEB/MARCH 2017 — ISSUE  #47 PAGE 6 

PERSONALS  

$4.00 PERSONALS 
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word 

“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

APRIL/MAY 

Rich Smith  
Bill Lowe 
Marilyn Lowe 
Helen Pesamoska 
Ed Kalchbrenner 
Tom Tallman 
Ian Torkelson 
   In memory of grandma 
   Beverly Brickner 
Roger Haviland 
Marlene  Haviland 

JUN/JULY 

Charlie Quigg 
Carl M. DueDe 
Rickey T. Wilkins 
Ron Wentworth 
Andrew Scheffler 
June Martin 
Lloyd Cox 
Marilyn Cox 

BULLETIN BOOSTERS 

   Ken Hollis 
Jim Gauvreau 
Dottie Gauvreau 
Harry Brown 
   In Memory of 
   Lynne G. Brown 
Arthur W. Day 

DEC/JAN 

Elaine Wheeler 
Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
In Memory of 
   Kay & Dick Key 
Carl Gaites 
Ralph (Red) 
Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Dennis Brown 
Carl Duede 
Al Angelastri 

Phyllis Angelastri 
Sharon Neadstine 
Edward Myslivecek 

FEB/MAR 

Nina Arzberger 
Harold Hernandez 
Ken Baier 
Terry Greenwood 
Ed Ripley 
Katherine Sjoblom 
   Spiegel 
Adele Sjoblom Cohill 
   In memory of 
   Harry S. Sjoblom 

AUG/SEPT 

Len Kangas (2) 
Haigh Starkissian 
Rob Sprague, Jr. 
Ralph Breeden, Sr. 
Robert Breeden 
Richard Breeden 
Reni Breeden 
Lisa Breeden 
Reno Breeden 
Ralph Breeden, Jr. 
Frank Bivona 
Neil Collins 
Mary Oliver 
Ed Kalchbrenner 

OCT/NOV 

John Farrow 
Wil Brickner 
Helen Pesamoska 
Dee Hollis 
   In Memory of 

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to 
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your 
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to 
support this publication?  Thank you. 

FOOD for the needy contin-
ues to need our support.  We 
thank the individuals and groups who have 
generously donated to the Food Bank.  
Please keep up the good work.  Any ques-
tions call: Joe Gopp 

American Legion Auxiliary 
NO-VEL Unit 159 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00  

           Over 1000 Members 
           and Still Growing 

Life Membership 
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you inter-
ested in applying for a Life Membership? 
Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) 
See Post Adjutant for details 

FOR SALE:   
1997 Safari Trek, Diesel, Model 2830, 92K Miles, New 
Tires, Roof, Brakes, Electric Bed Motor, Generator, etc. 

$15,000             Call (941) 445-4507                    6/17 



NAVY  VETERANS 

Any Cruiser sailors interested in getting together for lunch and 
swapping sea stories: 
Contact Dick Pillart USS Pittsburgh CA72  492-5577  

Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To 
request their service or for additional information, call: 
                      Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749 
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AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

If you know of any member who is ill, in the hospital or have 
had a death in the family, please call me at 941-493-4604 so I 
can contact them. If I am not at home, please leave a message. I 
can also be reached at: krystynaderita@yahoo.com 

Krystyna DeRita, Chaplain 

Marino 
Plumbing 

* Disposals  * Toilets 
* Water Heaters 
* Service Calls 
* Installations 

Sat & Sunday No Extra 

497-1806 

CFC 1425844 



Post Officers 

Commander ……..... Richard Lemm 
1st Vice Comm ………. John Farrow 
2nd Vice Comm ……… Eric Molloy 
Adjutant …………..... Wil Brickner 
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer …….... Neil Collins 
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner 
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner 
Sgt-at-Arms ……....… Al Angelastri 
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
      Rusty Weatherhead 
Executive Board …... Bob Campbell 
                                             Rod Dimon  
                                     Norm MacLellan 
                                     Elizabeth Molloy 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..………... Robert Didio 
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley 
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise 
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise 
Finance …...…………. Mike Yencich 
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..……….. Ed Konke, Jr. 
Advisor ..………..…..... John Farrow 

Auxiliary Officers  

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm 
1st Vice …..……….... Frannie Santilli 
2nd Vice ……………. Marie Brugnola 
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden 
Chaplain ………....… Kristina Derita 
Historian ………….... Toni Brugnola 
Sgt-at-Arms …..….. Phyllis Angelastri 
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open 
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington, 
          Robin Hill, Kristie Fumagalli-Buck 

1770 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL  34292-3190 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM 

Can we count on you? 

All Thursday and Friday 
Bands Play 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Dinners Served 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Alcoholic beverages served to members 
only. 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 
 

Resident/or 

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 

Riders Officers 

Director .………….… Mike Finneran 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ….. Greg Gustin 
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney 
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms .……..... Robin DeVaney 
Chaplain …………..…... Phil Ebaugh 
Historian ………….………… Open 
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan 


