
NEW BOOK ON  POST 159 MEMBER  & 
WWII  VETERAN JACK R. OLSEN 

Local Resident and Unit 159 Member, Shirley Olsen, has written 
a book about her husband, deceased Post 159 Member Jack R. 
Olsen’s experiences as a 20 year old Aviation Cadet, flying a B-
17, being shot down, a POW who walked 74 days in the Black 
March, and escaping captivity. 

Books are available at maxwho70@yahoo.com 
or call Shirley at (941) 786-5194 
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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE 

This is the time of year when we look back at our many accom-
plishments in our Post. It is also time to thank our retiring offi-
cers for their hard work in keeping our Post active and success-
ful. A big thank you to our members who have given their time 
and talent in the affairs of our Post. 

The incoming officers should be congratulated for their enthusi-
asm and stepping forward to assume the duties and responsibili-
ties of their respective offices. Nominations for the 2017-18 slate 
of officers will continue to be accepted through the April Gen-
eral Membership Meeting. The Election of Officers will be held 
from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 16th. 

Having a well kept, successful Post brings us new members. We 
are having the lounge, flex room and front bar area painted May 
6th, 8th and 9th. The back bar and office will remain open dur-
ing those dates. 

Important reminder - also at our April General Membership 
meeting (6:00 PM, 4-18-17)  we will be voting on a no smoking 
ban in our Post Home. Please plan to attend. 

For God and Country. 

Richard Lemm 
Commander  

The Ladies Auxiliary needs ladies who want to get involved and 
help with our programs. 

One of our up and coming programs is our "Poppy Program". 
The poppy is a small yet significant symbol of the sacrifices made 
by our veterans. It is the flower of the Ladies Auxiliary.  The 
public is given an opportunity each year to help the auxiliary to 
pay tribute to all who died in service by wearing a "Poppy" on 
"Poppy Day". 

The Poppies are made by veterans and all donations received are 
used only to benefit American Veterans. 

Please help us with our Poppy Program by giving 2 hours of your 
time to help distribute poppies at different store locations on 
April 27th and 28th.  A sign up sheet is posted at the entrance of 
the post. Our Poppy chairman is Sherry Buffington. 

We want to say a big "Thank you" to all our snowbirds who sup-
ported our parties and will look forward to seeing you next sea-
son, and as always, "Thank you" to our members who support us 
year round! 

Service and Kindness to others. 

Judy Lemm 
President 

Smoking or Non-Smoking … A recent mo-
tion was made and discussed by the Executive Board to ban 
smoking in our Post Home effective July 1, 2017. Even though 
we have a separate smoking area (back bar), primary concerns 
range from the potential effects of second hand smoke, inefficient 
ventilation system in the back bar and the necessity for wait and 
bar staff to enter a smoking environment to serve our customers. 
To help determine the feelings of our members, the Executive 
Board approved a General Membership vote on the issue to be 
held at our regular April (4/18/2017) General Meeting at 
6:00 PM. To accommodate as many members as possible, vot-
ing will be by secret ballot and early voting will be 
held at the Post Home from noon to 6:00 PM on April 
18th. Must show valid 2017 Post 159 Membership Card to vote. 

Monday Game Nights 
Queen of Hearts * BINGO * Wheel of Fortune * 50/50 

$1.00 Drafts & Well Drinks * FOOD and FUN 



Ladies please check your membership cards or call me at 468-
1945 to find out if you have renewed for 2017. If you were to 
come into the Post Home presenting your 2016 membership 
card you would not be served because you are delinquent. You 
are still a member but not in good standing.  

Reni Breeden, Auxiliary Membership 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

Transfers        Former Post 

David Roether       IL 2910 
Kenneth Lescallett   MD 0206 
Neil Cooper      MI 0225 
Robert Cinelli      FL 0163 
Richard Dickson      VA 0021 
Daniel Jayne      KY 0076 
Nicholas Dejesu     NY 0001 
Thoma Strapp      NJ 0129 
Milton Whittemore   FL 0400 
Lance Winer      CT 0036 
Richard Bradway       FL 0400 
Robert Borden      PA 0262 
William Janes      MI 0054 
Thomas Arrington     FL 0400 
John Dornette       IN 0239 
Richard Bando    NM 0014 
Don Moore      KY 0200 
Warren Peterson      MI 0035 
Randall Aitken       FL 0400 
Otto Greiner       FL 0400 
Dennis Quinn          MO 0777 
Gerald Gilligan       FL 0400  

New Members        Branch       

Rhondal Meredith      USAF 
Ronald Tucker           USAF 
Stephen Canfield        USCG 
Wallie Preston           USCG 
James Yamonaco        Army 
Russell Bailey             USAF 
Anthony Curatolo      Army 
Frank Farrell              Army 
John Richards             Army 
Robert Elliott             USMC 
Thomas Rhoads          Army 
David Sandora            USAF 
William Davies          USAF 
Weldon Wriker         Army 
Peter Taylor               Navy 
Joseph Esgro              Army 
Albert Pullano           Army 
Edward  Wiegand      USCG 
Philip Borgia              Navy  

Flag Donor: 

A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag 
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the 
flag will be yours. 

ADJUTANT ’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

The toughest part of any ones job is delivering bad news, with 
maybe the exception of clergy. That is a thin line, but effective 
because most have been trained and experienced to see the 
“light” at the end of the tunnel. So please stay with me, for the 
purpose of this article, it is Good Friday. Jesus will be mur-
dered this day. We are here in Calvary as invisible observ-
ers .More importantly, we are followers or soon to be.  HE 
has left the court house and reports of abuse and beatings are 
heard. That Centurion who is talking to the new soldiers says 
that crucifixion is the most painful execution, taking up to five 
or six hours hanging from the cross. Mark has seen Him, says 
although mocked and beaten, he still appears to have some-
thing to tell us, but what? HE will not run – HE was the first 
to wear the full armor of God into so many combat missions, 
and HE is the Supreme Commander’s child (as are we)! What 
he tells us can be summed in the following words (in order): 
Forgiveness, Salvation, Relationship, Abandonment, Distress, 
Triumph (mission accomplishment). We have experienced 
these meanings, as HE, and through our faith have endured; 
otherwise we would not be Legionnaires who wear our own 
full armor of God! 

During my spiritual travels through seven denominations, 
there is one particular hymn that is common to all:  “Were 
You There When They Crucified My Lord”? If asked that ques-
tion, we can reply with a professional and wet eyed - 
“Affirmative, Sir – HE IS RISEN!..........Charlie Mike, out. 

Rod Dimon, Chaplain 

Transfers 
To the Post Everlasting 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and for 
having the courage to defend our freedoms 

Robert H. Jones * Joseph Lariviere 
William Floyd * Francis Stegner * Daniel Dineen 

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you. 

Meeting:  3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post 

Join your NO-VEL Post 159 
American Legion 

Riders 

GOD BLESS 

OUR TROOPS 

 

HONORARY FLAG DONOR 
FOR THE MONTH OF 

April/May 2017 

Inspirational and Eternally Loved 

Your Loving Wife, Gerda 
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Americanism… Several members of Novel Post 
159 A.L. attended the concert held for all Veterans at 
the  Venice Performing Arts Center adjacent to V.H.S.  It was 
a very good tribute to the many popular songs of the 60's, '70s 
and 80's . Many thanks to the Catholic Charities and the 
Catholic Diocese which made this event happen. The closing 
song was the very popular "Born in the U.S.A."  which 
brought everyone up out of their seats to sing and clap along 
with the music.  I couldn't help  but to think that the average 
age in attendance was 60+ and wondered if the generations 30 
and 40 and 50 yrs. behind us would have that same fervor and 
gratitude that us old folks have of our place of birth in this our 
beloved country.  I am probably out of line on this subject but 
I think that somewhere, somehow this notion of love of coun-
try has been swept under the rug.  It is our duty to try to re-
establish this patriotism, this pride of nation and the ideals 
that  it was founded on. The American Legion recognized this 
duty at its inception in 1919. 

Those 4 Pillars that the American Legion stands on still remain 
as the standard bearer of its reason to be. Veterans Affairs, 
National Security, Americanism, and Children and Youth. 
These define who we are and what we do. Let us keep these 
issues and the responsibilities that go with them ever present in 
our every day affairs, Teach by example. We here at Post # 
159 do that and more . Thanks to all of you for what you do. 
Wear your legion shirt and/or hat with pride. 

Nominations for the up-coming election in May will be closing 
at the end of the regular April meeting on April 18. See the 
Post Commander and the Post  Adjutant if you intend to run 
for an office.  Good luck to all candidates --keep  in mind that 
this is a commitment that you are making to serve the mem-
bership and the community. Happy Easter and Happy Memo-
rial Day. 

Your Post, #159, is the Memorial Day Host Post and the re-
sponsible party in scheduling and organizing this event which is 
being held at the Sarasota National Cemetery on May 29. Our 
post Color Guard and  our Honor Guard will present colors 
and  fire the traditional volley followed by taps.  Member 
Kevin Kenney will sing the National Anthem.  Post  commit-
tee members involved in this event are: Cmdr. Richard 
Lemm , Past Cmdr. Norm MacLellan, Post Adjutant, Wil 
Brickner, and Vice Cmdr. J. Farrow. We hope that you will all 
attend. 

"may the Lord fill our sails with fair wind, support our hulls in 
inviting seas, guide our hands upon the tiller toward pleasant 
places, and bring us home , O Lord, to a safe and loving har-
bor.'  U.S. Navy Memorial blessing of the Fleets. 2017 

JOHN FARROW, Americanism Chairman 

Memorial Day… The custom of honoring ances-
tors by cleaning cemeteries and decorating graves is an ancient 
and worldwide tradition. The specific origin of Memorial 
Day , or Decoration Day as it was originally known is unclear. 
In early rural America this duty was usually performed in late 
summer and this was an occasion for family reunions and pic-
nics. After the Civil War , America's need for a secular, patri-
otic ceremony to honor its military dead became prominent. 
Monuments to fallen soldiers were erected and dedicated and 
ceremonies centering on the decoration of soldier's graves 
were held in cities and towns throughout the nation. After 
World War 1 the day expanded to honor those who died in all 
of America's wars. In 1971 Memorial Day became a National 
Holiday by an act of Congress. It is now celebrated on the last 
Monday of May. The American Flag should be kept at half staff 
from dawn 'til noon and then raised to the top of the pole. 

This day is sacred with the almost visible presence of those 
who have gone before us. We honor the memory of those who 
gave their lives in the service of our country, and those who 
have dropped their burdens by the wayside of life and are gone 
to their eternal rest. May the ceremonies of today deepen our 
reverence for our departed friends and comrades. Let us re-
new our pledge of loyalty to our country and its flag. Let us 
resolve by word and deed to emphasize the privilege and duty 
of patriotism. 

JOHN FARROW  
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
April 2017 

YOU OWE IT TO 

YOUR POST TO 

ATTEND YOUR 

ORGANIZATIONS’ 

MONTHLY 

MEETINGS 

NEW larger size 
available. Also 
only $5. 



Submariners ... The Venice Sailfish Base will have 
their monthly luncheon meeting at 12:00 noon on the 
third Thursday each month at the Venice American Le-
gion. If you’re interested or have questions, please call 
Jack McAllister at (941) 493-7488. 
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Tin Can Sailors ... The Tin Can Sailors Squadron 
meets every 2nd Thursday of the month for LUNCH at 
12 noon. All DD and DE Sailors are welcome. Call Tom 
Tallman with questions (941) 486-5085. 

NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
May 2017 

Carrier Sailors Association ... The Venice 
Chapter of the “Carrier Association” meets on the 1st 
Thursday each month at 11:30. Looking for new mem-
bers. Contact Bill Johnson or Tom Saladino. 223-0458 

Amphibious Forces … The Amphibious 
Forces meets every 1st Wednesday of the month for 
lunch at 12:30. For information call: Leroy Zeedyk at 
(941) 497-0345 



WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger-
man and Japanese war souvenirs. I am a member of this Post 
and frequently have militaria displays. 

Call Denny: (941) 244-2333                                         8/17 

FOR SALE:   
2001 Cherry Red Mercedes Convertible SL500. New racing 
tires, new brown soft top, includes hardtop, excellent con-
dition, garaged, well maintained.  
941-423-9229 or cell 941-626-0862                            4/17 
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PERSONALS  

$4.00 PERSONALS 
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word 

“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

JUN/JULY 

Charlie Quigg 
Carl M. DueDe 
Rickey T. Wilkins 
Ron Wentworth 
Andrew Scheffler 
June Martin 
Lloyd Cox 
Marilyn Cox 

AUG/SEPT 

Len Kangas (2) 
Haigh Starkissian 
Rob Sprague, Jr. 
Ralph Breeden, Sr. 
Robert Breeden 
Richard Breeden 
Reni Breeden 
Lisa Breeden 
Reno Breeden 
Ralph Breeden, Jr. 
Frank Bivona 

BULLETIN BOOSTERS 

   Ken Hollis 
In Memory of 
   Kay & Dick Key 
Carl Gaites 
Ralph (Red) Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Dennis Brown 
Carl Duede 
Al Angelastri 
Phyllis Angelastri 
Sharon Neadstine 
Edward Myslivecek 

FEB/MAR 

Nina Arzberger 
Harold Hernandez 
Ken Baier 
Terry Greenwood 
Ed Ripley 
Katherine Sjoblom 
   Spiegel 
Adele Sjoblom Cohill 

   In memory of 
   Harry S. Sjoblom 

APRIL/MAY 

Ian Torkelson 
   In memory of grandma 
   Beverly Brickner 
John Brumbaugh 
Mark Apsey 
Carl M. Duede 
Gary Zimmerman 
Dwight Wentworth 
Don Napoli 
Gerda Fife 

 

Neil Collins 
Mary Oliver 
Ed Kalchbrenner 

OCT/NOV 

John Farrow 
Wil Brickner 
Helen Pesamoska 
Dee Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
Jim Gauvreau 
Dottie Gauvreau 
Harry Brown 
   In Memory of 
   Lynne G. Brown 
Arthur W. Day 

DEC/JAN 

Elaine Wheeler 
Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to 
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your 
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to 
support this publication?  Thank you. 

FOOD for the needy contin-
ues to need our support.  We 
thank the individuals and groups who have 
generously donated to the Food Bank.  
Please keep up the good work.  Any ques-
tions call: Joe Gopp 

American Legion Auxiliary 
NO-VEL Unit 159 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00  

           Over 1000 Members 
           and Still Growing 

Life Membership 
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you inter-
ested in applying for a Life Membership? 

Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) 
See Post Adjutant for details 

FOR SALE:   
1997 Safari Trek, Diesel, Model 2830, 92K Miles, New 
Tires, Roof, Brakes, Electric Bed Motor, Generator, etc. 

$15,000             Call (941) 445-4507                    6/17 



Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To 
request their service or for additional information, call: 
                      Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749 
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AUXILIARY CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

Important Phone Numbers for Veterans: 

South County Service Officer …………….. (941) 861-3047 
Department of Veterans Affairs ……...…… (800) 827-1000 
State Service Officer ……………………... (800) 827-1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………… (941) 371-3349 
Bay Pines ………………...……………… (888) 820-0230 

SCAT Plus Bus to: 

Bay Pines or Haley VA Hospitals ………….. (941) 861-1234 
Sarasota National Cemetery ………………. (941) 922-7200 

If you know of any member who is ill, in the hospital or have 
had a death in the family, please call me at 941-493-4604 so I 
can contact them. If I am not at home, please leave a message. I 
can also be reached at: krystynaderita@yahoo.com 

Krystyna DeRita, Chaplain 

Don’t forget to renew your 

MEMBERSHIP 

Marino 
Plumbing 

* Disposals  * Toilets 
* Water Heaters 
* Service Calls 
* Installations 

Sat & Sunday No Extra 

497-1806 

CFC 1425844 



Post Officers 

Commander ……..... Richard Lemm 
1st Vice Comm ………. John Farrow 
2nd Vice Comm ……… Eric Molloy 
Adjutant …………..... Wil Brickner 
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer …….... Neil Collins 
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner 
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner 
Sgt-at-Arms ……....… Al Angelastri 
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
      Rusty Weatherhead 
Executive Board …... Bob Campbell 
                                             Rod Dimon  
                                     Norm MacLellan 
                                     Elizabeth Molloy 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..………... Robert Didio 
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley 
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise 
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise 
Finance …...…………. Mike Yencich 
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..……….. Ed Konke, Jr. 
Advisor ..………….…..... Larry Kalb 

Auxiliary Officers  

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm 
1st Vice …..……….... Frannie Santilli 
2nd Vice ……………. Marie Brugnola 
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden 
Chaplain ………....… Kristina Derita 
Historian ………….... Toni Brugnola 
Sgt-at-Arms …..….. Phyllis Angelastri 
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open 
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington, 
          Robin Hill, Kristie Fumagalli-Buck 

1770 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL  34292-3190 

AMERICAN LEGION NO-VEL 

POST 159 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Venice, FL 

Permit #884 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM 

Can we count on you? 

All Thursday and Friday 
Bands Play 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Dinners Served 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Alcoholic beverages served to members 
only. 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 
 

Resident/or 

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 

Riders Officers 

Director .………….… Mike Finneran 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ….. Greg Gustin 
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney 
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms .……..... Robin DeVaney 
Chaplain ………....…... Rob Breeden 
Historian ………….………… Open 
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan 


