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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE 

My term of office is over. It’s been an honor to have been your 
Commander. I wish the incoming officers the very best and I will 
help in any way I can. 

During this past year, under our leadership, we accomplished 
many things. We installed a new POS system, new equipment 
for our kitchen, bought new bar stools and lounge chairs, and, 
had our Post Home’s interior painted. We donated to Veteran, 
Veteran Homes, Community and Children programs. We 
awarded five scholarships to gifted children in our High School, 
presented American Legion Awards to children in fourteen of 
our local schools, and, we sent seven boys to Boys State. 

Thanks to your support our Game Night, Dollar Day, and Bingo 
Night are doing very well. 

If incoming Commander Howard Van Norstrand is even half as 
dedicated to his new position as he has been over the years as our 
Service Officer, he will make a great Commander. Please give 
him your full support. 

We have a great Post, please help to keep it that way. 

God bless you and the American Legion 

For God and Country, 

Richard Lemm, Commander  

This is our last report for the year. Our new year will start in 
July. The Ladies Auxiliary want to "Thank ALL of you for your 
support. 

"Accomplishments for 2016---2017" 

Remember half of our dues go to National for their programs. 
With our half, along with programs, dinner dances, money 
raised from POPPY distribution, we "DONATED" $17,403.00 
to VETERAN, COMMUNITY, and YOUTH programs. 

We had 6 first time happenings for our LADIES AUXILIARY 
Unit #159: 

   1. Had Girls State delegate elected to go to National 
   2. Gave out scholarships: We gave two $1000.00 Scholar-
ships to local high school. 
   3. Designed Christmas cards to give to Veterans, thanking 
them for their service Gave out 200  
   4. Breakfast with Santa for underprivileged children 
   S. Worked with the D. A. V. and V.F.W. On a program to 
Adopt Veterans in Nursing Homes for Christmas First time all 3 
service clubs in Venice worked together. Written up in National 
Auxiliary Magazine. 
   6. Purchased three bricks honoring three of our Auxiliary 
Members. Ruby Bell Department President, Julia Griffith Dis-
trict 8 President, and Reni Breeden for 50 years of active service. 

* Our President Judy Lemm received a Medal award from  Sara-
sota Veterans Commission for Auxiliary member of the year. 
* We handed out 300 flags while marching in 2 parades. 
* We go every month to V.A. Home in Port -Charlotte to play 
Bingo with the Veterans. 
* We run the Bingo every week for the Legion. 
* We give out School Awards to outstanding students. 
* We host Loveland Bingo for mentally challenged students. 
* We had 6 dinner dances to help raise money for our pro-
grams. 
*  We DONATED $17,403 to Veterans, Community, and 
Youth programs.              
                                       Service and Kindness to Others 

Thank you.                     Judy Lemm, President 

The 2017/18 Officers are listed on page 2 and the back cover. 

Installation of Officers will be on July 18th. 

Dinner will be at 5:00 followed by 
Installation Ceremonies at 6:00. 

This is a regular Legion Meeting night. All the Post 
affiliates’ officers will be installed: 

LEGION, AUXILIARY, SAL, and RIDERS 

God Bless Our Troops 



Meeting:  3rd Monday each month 6:00 PM at the Post 

Join your NO-VEL Post 159 
American Legion 

Riders 

Ladies please check your membership cards for the year paid. 
Our Unit is 8.13% short of 100% membership for 2017. 
Would be so nice to be recognized at the Convention as a 
100% unit. 

Having a 2017 membership card means you are a member in 
good standings and could be served. 

Dues are $30 and can be mailed to the American Legion Auxil-
iary at 1770 E Venice Ave, Venice, FL 34292 to make it easy 
on you. If you prefer to stop by at the Post please do so Mon-
day thru Friday from 9 AM to 3 PM. 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 

Transfers        Former Post 

Leon Johnson     NY 0836 
David Patton      FL 0400 
David Crist      FL 0400 
William Solebello     NY 0316 
Christopher Hobson  FL 0400 
Ronald Gifford     MA 0101 
Peter Bracke      VA 0141 
Robert Martin       FL 0400 
David Micheel 
Richard Dutt     NY 0107 
Alfred Bealer      NJ 0396 
Joseph Jaber      FL 0400 
Donald Rhodes      FL 0135 

New Members        Branch       

Peter Norden       Army 
James Emerich            Army 
Marian Bojsiuk       USMC 
Michael Sommeling    Army 
Jack Bowser        Navy 
Frank Aquilina        USAF 
Robert Austen        Army 
Frank Brach        USAF 
Robert Martino        Army 
Robert Mahlman        Army 
Kimberly Marino        Army 
Douglas Hadley        Navy 
Kimberly Werla        Navy 
Timothy Werla        Navy 
Thomas Wilson       USAF 
Jacek Kowalik       USAF 
John Radomski       USAF 
William Storms       USAF 

Flag Donor: 

A donation of $50.00 will make you a Flag Donor. The flag 
will be flown in your honor for one month. If you desire, the 
flag will be yours. 

ADJUTANT ’S CORNER 
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CHAPLAIN ’S MESSAGE 

Thomas Payne wrote: “ I prefer peace. But if trouble must 
come, let it come in my time, so that my children can live in 
peace.” Also written is Psalm 144, also known as the snipers’ 
prayer: “ Praise be to the Lord my rock, who trains my hands 
for war, my fingers for battle. He is my loving God and my 
fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield, in whom 
I take refuge, who subdues peoples under me. Lord, what are 
human beings that you care for them, mere mortals that you 
think of them? They are like a breath; their days are like a 
fleeting shadow. Part your heavens Lord, and come down; 
touch the mountains, so that they smoke. Send forth lightning 
and scatter the enemy; shoot your arrows and rout them. 
Reach down your hand from on high; deliver me and rescue 
me from the mighty waters, from the hands of foreigners 
whose mouths are full of lies, whose right hands are deceitful. I 
will sing a new song to you, my God; on the ten-stringed lyre I 
will make music for you, to the One who gives victory to 
Kings, who delivers his servant David.” 

“Then our sons in their youth will be like well nurtured plants 
and our daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace. 
Our barns will be filled with every kind of provision. Our 
sheep will increase by thousands, by tens of thousands in our 
fields; There will be no breaching of walls, no going into cap-
tivity, no cry of distress in our streets. Blessed is the people of 
whom this is true; blessed is the people whose God is the 
Lord.” This could also be called the Psalm of the American 
Legionnaire. 

Rod Dimon, Chaplain 

Transfers 
To the Post Everlasting 

Thank you for your military service to our Country and for 
having the courage to defend our freedoms 

Charles Pontious * Dana Smith 
Leroy Zeedyk * Daniel Murphy * Warren Olsen 

Anthony Pizza * John Kolman 

Rest in Peace Comrades, may God be with you. 

2017/18 Officer Election Results 

Commander - Hwd Van Norstrand 
1st Vice Comm.- Bob Campbell 
2nd Vice Comm.- Nrm MacLellan 
Finance Officer -- Nick Bischof 
Chaplain -- Rod Dimon 

 Historian -- Wil Brickner 
 Sgt-At-Arms -- Tom Overman                   

 Executive Bd. -- Ed Anderson 
             Rod Dimon 
                            Steve Doughty 
             John Farrow 

As a result of the April 18th Referendum, effective July 1, 
2017, no smoking will be permitted in our Post Home. 
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Americanism… It is disheartening to read about, 
and hear about the efforts of some individuals who wish to 
silence free speech, to stop the Pledge of Allegiance in public 
schools and cancel certain shows, movies  and other forms 
of entertainment simply because these individuals, who have 
the power to do this, have ideologies and political views which 
are in opposition to those they are mistreating.  So, is there 
any push back from those being wrongly harmed and deliber-
ately made out to be evil-doers.  Aren't we talking about the 
1st. Amendment to the Constitution. Is this part of their 
agenda along with removing the 2nd. Amendment and eventu-
ally on to more damage to the American way of life that we 
have accepted as our own special birthright, our democracy, 
that which we cherish and  that which we witnessed our par-
ents and grandparents cherish on down through the ages which 
our Founding Fathers passed on to us. The American Legion 
Preamble tells us to uphold the Constitution. 

The push back must come from organizations like the Ameri-
can Legion., the V.F.W., other Veterans Groups and other 
organizations that value and love the America that once was 
and must remain.  We will push back, we will remain loyal to 
our beliefs of God and Country. Have we forgotten our Latin 
symbol E PLURIBUS UNUM  "out of many one."  That sym-
bol is on "The great seal of the United States" and on many of 
our coins. "Out of many one".   Abraham Lincoln said that " a 
nation divided shall not stand." He managed to get this country 
through the "war between the states", clearly a divided Na-
tion, but-- we became one again.  What great modern leader 
can get that done today? 

As we here at Post#159 A.L. move on to another year with a 
new governing body of Officers. Let us try to set aside our 
differences and join together to accomplish various tasks 
and programs compatible to all of the members--the Auxiliary-
-the Riders-and  the S.A.L. Congratulations to all of the suc-
cessful candidates in our election.  Cooperation is the key 
word as move forward. " Webster" defines that word as the 
ability to work well with others, to accomplish various goals 
and tasks. Can we do that.?  
JOHN FARROW, Americanism Chairman 

The permanent membership card will be issued after the new 
member attends an Initiation Ceremony for new members as 
outlined in the Squadron Handbook of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion. 

New membership Initiation Ceremonies are held on the first 
Monday of each month at the Sons regular meeting at the Post. 
If you are unable to attend the regular monthly during your 
first two months of membership your temporary card will 
expire and you’ll need to start your membership application 
over again. 

Per our bylaws, your attendance is required so we can intro-
duce you to the officers and benefits of becoming a member of 
the Sons of the American Legion. 

We're glad you want to be a part of The American Legion 
Family, the world's largest organization dedicated to support-
ing veterans. 

We're sure you'll want to become involved in our great or-
ganization.  Therefore, the Sons of the American Legion places 
an emphasis on preserving American traditions and values, 
improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring 
for veterans and their families, and teaching the fundamentals 
of good citizenship and lending support to the MANY pro-
grams of The American Legion and our community.  There are 
many programs and activities the Sons are involved in, but 
those are just a few which are part of our main mission. 

Here at Squadron 159 we hold our meetings on the First Mon-
day of each month at 6:00 pm at the Venice American Legion 
Post  Home which is located at 1770 E Venice Ave.  We hope 
you will have an interest in taking the time to join us for one of 
our meetings. No organization can exist if its members aren't 
willing to pitch in from time to time. 

Membership in the S.A.L. holds opportunities for Sons of just 
about any age.  Youngsters are likely to learn about patriotism 
from some of the best teachers around; U.S. veterans.  They 
can also pick up leadership skills and learn the value of volun-
teerism.  Older members can benefit through interactions with 
other members and access to The American Legion Post Din-
ing, Events and Activities. 

Please feel free to contact one of us if we can provide you with 
additional information or if you have an interest in helping 
with any of the many, worthwhile American Legion programs. 

We look forward to your initiation into the Sons of the Ameri-
can Legion at our next monthly meeting. 

For God and Country, 

Robert DiDio, Squadron Commander, 941-484-0412 
Gary Ley, 1st Vice, 217-299-8830 
MartinWise II, 2nd Vice, 813-624-7378   

New Membership Application Procedure 

Effective July 1, 2017 the Sons of the American Legion will be 
implementing a NEW Membership procedure to correspond 
with the bylaws of the Sons of the American Legion. 

All new members will be issued a Temporary Membership 
Card which will expire 60 days from the date issued.  All privi-
leges allowed to members will expire on that date. 
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Tin Can Sailors ... The Tin Can Sailors Squadron meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the month for LUNCH at 12 noon. All 
DD and DE Sailors are welcome. Call Tom Tallman with 
questions (941) 486-5085. 

NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
June 2017 

Carrier Sailors Association ... The Venice Chap-
ter of the “Carrier Association” meets on the 1st Thursday each 
month at 11:30. Looking for new members. Contact Bill John-
son or Tom Saladino. 223-0458 

Amphibious Forces … The Amphibious Forces 
meets every 1st Wednesday of the month for lunch at 12:00. 
For information call: Howard Guralnick at 743-9295 



Submariners ... The Venice 
Sailfish Base will have their 
monthly luncheon meeting at 
12:00 noon on the third Thursday 
each month at the Venice Ameri-
can Legion. If you’re interested or 
have questions, please call Jack 
McAllister at (941) 493-7488. 
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NO-VEL Post 159 Activities Calendar (941) 485-4748 
July 2017 

NEW 
larger size 

available. $5. 



NAVY  VETERANS … Any Cruiser sailors interested in 
getting together for lunch and swapping sea stories: 
Contact Dick Pillart USS Pittsburgh CA72  492-5577  

New Published Book on WWII:   
Local resident and Post 159 member, Shirley Olsen, has 
written a book about her husband Jack R. Olsen’s experi-
ences as a 20 yr old Aviation Cadet flying a B-17, shot down, 
POW, walked 74 days in the Black March and escaped cap-
tivity. Books are available:  maxwho70@yahoo.com 
Or call Shirly at (941) 786-5194 
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PERSONALS  

$4.00 PERSONALS 
Let a friend know that you care or place a 25 word 

“For Sale” ad - here - for just $4.00. 

AUG/SEPT 

Len Kangas (2) 
Haigh Starkissian 
Rob Sprague, Jr. 
Ralph Breeden, Sr. 
Robert Breeden 
Richard Breeden 
Reni Breeden 
Lisa Breeden 
Reno Breeden 
Ralph Breeden, Jr. 
Frank Bivona 
Neil Collins 
Mary Oliver 
Ed Kalchbrenner 

OCT/NOV 

John Farrow 
Wil Brickner 
Helen Pesamoska 
Dee Hollis 
   In Memory of 

BULLETIN BOOSTERS 

Sharon Neadstine 
Edward Myslivecek 

FEB/MAR 

Nina Arzberger 
Harold Hernandez 
Ken Baier 
Terry Greenwood 
Ed Ripley 
Katherine Sjoblom 
   Spiegel 
Adele Sjoblom Cohill 
   In memory of 
   Harry S. Sjoblom 

APRIL/MAY 

Ian Torkelson 
   In memory of grandma 
   Beverly Brickner 
John Brumbaugh 
Mark Apsey 
Carl M. Duede 

Gary Zimmerman 
Dwight Wentworth 
Don Napoli 
Gerda Fife 

JUNE/JULY 

Stephen Plichta 
Bob Copeland 
Don Farrell 
Robert Bostwick 

   Ken Hollis 
Jim Gauvreau 
Dottie Gauvreau 
Harry Brown 
   In Memory of 
   Lynne G. Brown 
Arthur W. Day 

DEC/JAN 

Elaine Wheeler 
Doug Hollis 
   In Memory of 
   Ken Hollis 
In Memory of 
   Kay & Dick Key 
Carl Gaites 
Ralph (Red) Hynch 
Mona Hynch 
Dennis Brown 
Carl Duede 
Al Angelastri 
Phyllis Angelastri 

Your help is needed to produce an informative bulletin for YOUR Post. Please complete the booster form below and give it to 
our office personnel with a check in the amount of $10.00 per person for one year’s support. The month indicates that your 
Booster dues are about to expire. The ( ) indicates the number of years the individual has donated. Won’t you continue to 
support this publication?  Thank you. 

FOOD for the needy contin-
ues to need our support.  We 
thank the individuals and groups who have 
generously donated to the Food Bank.  
Please keep up the good work.  Any ques-
tions call: Joe Gopp 

American Legion Auxiliary 
NO-VEL Unit 159 

Meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the Month: 4:00  

           Over 1000 Members 
           and Still Growing 

Life Membership 
NO-VEL Post 159 members, are you inter-
ested in applying for a Life Membership? 
Become a PUFL (Paid Up For Life) 
See Post Adjutant for details 

FOR SALE:   
1997 Safari Trek, Diesel, Model 2830, 92K Miles, New 
Tires, Roof, Brakes, Electric Bed Motor, Generator, etc. 

$15,000             Call (941) 445-4507                    6/17 



WWII Collector will buy most American, Ger-
man and Japanese war souvenirs. I am a member of this Post 
and frequently have militaria displays. 

Call Denny: (941) 244-2333                                         8/17 

Post 159 Color and Honor Guards are ready to serve. To 
request their service or for additional information, call: 
                      Norm MacLellan at (941) 223-3749 
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Important Phone Numbers for Veterans: 

South County Service Officer …………….. (941) 861-3047 
Department of Veterans Affairs ……...…… (800) 827-1000 
State Service Officer ……………………... (800) 827-1000 
V.A. Clinic Sarasota ……………………… (941) 371-3349 
Bay Pines ………………...……………… (888) 820-0230 

SCAT Plus Bus to: 

Bay Pines or Haley VA Hospitals ………….. (941) 861-1234 
Sarasota National Cemetery ………………. (941) 922-7200 

Marino 
Plumbing 

* Disposals  * Toilets 
* Water Heaters 
* Service Calls 
* Installations 

Sat & Sunday No Extra 

497-1806 

CFC 1425844 



Post Officers 

Commander ….. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
1st Vice Comm …….. Bob Campbell 
2nd Vice Comm …. Norm MacLellan 
Adjutant …………..... Wil Brickner 
Chaplain ……...……… Rod Dimon 
Finance Officer ……... Nick Bischof 
Judge Advocate … Ed Kalchbrenner 
Historian ………....… Wil Brickner 
Sgt-at-Arms ……..… Tom Overman 
Service Officer .. Hwd. Van Nostrand 
      Rusty Weatherhead 
Executive Board …..... Ed Anderson 
                                             Rod Dimon  
                                         Steve Doughty 
                                            John Farrow 

S.A.L. Officers  

Commander ..………... Robert Didio 
1st Vice Comm .…….….… Gary Ley 
2nd Vice Comm .……… Martin Wise 
Adjutant ..…………..... Martin Wise 
Finance …...…………. Mike Yencich 
Chaplain .……….…….. Tim Sharkey 
Sgt-at-Arms ..……….. Ed Konke, Jr. 
Advisor ..………….…..... Larry Kalb 

Auxiliary Officers  

President ……..….……. Judy Lemm 
1st Vice …..………... Marie Brugnola 
2nd Vice …………..……. Donna Ley 
Secretary .………..…… Judy Steimel 
Treasurer ………..….. Reni Breeden 
Chaplain ……….....… Kathy Walker 
Historian ………….... Toni Brugnola 
Sgt-at-Arms ….....….. Leanne Rodick 
Asst Sgt-at-Arms ………….… Open 
Executive Board ... Sherry Buffington, 
                                          Frannie Santilli 

1770 E. Venice Ave. 
Venice, FL  34292-3190 

AMERICAN LEGION NO-VEL 

POST 159 
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OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 9AM - 3PM 

POST MEETINGS 

NO-VEL Post 159 
3rd Tuesday of each month 6:00 PM 

Can we count on you? 

All Thursday and Friday 
Bands Play 
6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Dinners Served 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Alcoholic beverages served to members 
only. 
Bartenders have the right to refuse service. 
 

Resident/or 

KEEP OUR MILITARY IN  YOUR PRAYERS 

Riders Officers 

Director .…………….… Ron Felicita 
Asst. Dir./Rd. Capt. ... Mike Finneran 
Treasurer .…….….. Debbie DeVaney 
Secretary .………... Craig Whitehead 
Sgt-at-Arms ... Boyd (Willie) Williams 
Chaplain ………....…... Rob Breeden 
Historian ………….………… Open 
Advisor ……..……. Norm MacLellan 


